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is a pamphlet 
series devel- 
oped to meet 
requests from 

ail over the world for information about 
innovative and practical program ideas 
advanced to address the economic roles 
and needs of low-income women. The 
pamphlets are designed as ,a means to 
share information and to spark new ini- 
tiatives based on positive experiences 
from projects that are working to help 
women generate livelihoods and to irn- 
prove their economic status. The pro- 
jects described in tlus and other issues 
of SEEDS have been selected because 
they have served not only to strengthen 
women's productive roles but also to 
integrate women into various sectors of 
svcial alid ecvrivmic developrnent. Al1 

projects documented in the SEEDS 
series involve women in decisionmaking, 
organize women locally, and address 
broader policy issues that affect the eco- 
nomic roles of women. 

These reports are not meant to be 
prescriptive, because every development 
effort wdl face different problems and 
possibilities. Rather, they have been writ- 
ten to describe the history of an idea and 
its irnplementation in the hope that the 
lessons learned can be useful in a variety 
of settings. They are also being written to 
bring to the attention of those in deci- 
sionmaking positions the vital roles that 
women play not only in the economies of 
their individual households but also in 
the economic life of every nation. 

This edition of SEEDS is made possi- 
ble by support of the Ford Foundation 
and the Population Council. 
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