
Essential tips for campaigners 

Hou, to  pressartse gwmzmentr iizto fuifilling their I 

Advocates need t o  know wha t  t he  legal 
r ta tus  o f  corporal punishment is in the i r  
state and wha t  r e fo rmr  are needed t o  
enrure universal prohibition. including in 
the  family The Global Initiative to End All 
Corporal ~unishment website includes a report 
on iegal stdtus in every State: 
www.endcorporalpunishment,org.The Global 
initiative wiil be glad t o  provide advice and 
support with any rtategies: 
info@endcorporalpunishmentorg. 

Convention and C o m m i t t e e  o n  t h e  Righrs 
of t h e  Ch i ld  It ir important t o  use the 
reporting process at national levei t o  raise the 
issue of endine corporal punishment and 
advocate for law re'form.'lobby the government 
when preparing iu State reporr; get issue 
included ln alternative reports from NGOs and 
human righcs institutions; ensure that the 
Comminee includes appropriate 
recommendations in concluding observations. 
Use the concluding observations t o  pressurise 
government 

O t h e r  UN human ri&& t rea ty  bodies 
Consider also briefine the Human Rinho - - 
Committee. Commmce y i n s t  Tor t~rc.  
Commmee on Economic. Social and Cuitunl 
Rights and the Commitcee on die Elimination of 
Discrimination aaainstwomen on corporal 

ishment bef 
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. .. Indmoua i  communicat ions (complaints) 
to t reary bodies lt 15 possible ;O n i i e  
ndi~~auol  cnrer of corporal punirhment wirn the 
H.jmnn Righn Comm~nee. the Commrttee on 
the E iminarion of Dfscrimination w ns 
and the Commirtee againsr~orrure.~h 
possible if your Sute hxs accepted the 
Optional Protocol o r  in the case of C i  
22 of the Convention against Torture a 
Cruel, lnhuman o r  DegradingTreatmen 
Punishmenr Before making an individu; 
complaint possible domestic remedies 
be exhausred - but if corporal punishn 
iawful. there wiil be no domertic remet 
of the procedures and how to  use thei 
http:llmm.ohchr.org 
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Urin~ redonal human ri* mechanisnu In 
~umg . the  Eumpean court-of Human Righrr and 
the c o l l m  complaim procedure under the 
Eumpean Sdd Chaner have been ured CO 

challenge cor+ punishmemllere are posribiiities 
under &e ln&r.&riran human rie &tem.and 
also under the Ahican mechanisms:theAhican 
Charter and Committee on the Righu and Weiiare 
ofthe Chiid.and the Ahican Charter and 
Commission on H u m  and People's Rim. 

Using regional intei.gwernmenta1 bodies 
The Parliamentdry Assembty of the Council of 
Eumpe adopted a recommendacion in 2004,calling 
for Eumpe CO become a corporal-punishment- 
fme-zone for chiidren. t mav be ~ossible to net 
ocher inrer-governmenal badier add presiure 
for reform. 

Legal challenges using constitutional andlor 
international human rightr obligations High- 
Iml coure in a number of countries have 
deciand corporal punishment of children. In 
rchools. penal syscems and in some cases in the 
home.ro be in breach of die constitution or of a 
Stdte'r international obligations.Advocates should 
obgin a iegal opinion on whether ruch challenges 
are possible.eicher on behalf of an individual 
victim chiid. or on behalf of children as a 
discriminated againn gmup in sociery Geuing an 
authoritative iegdl opinion that the legalicf of 
corporal punishment is unconstitutional and 
threatening a case may be sufficient t o  encourage 
governments t o  reform their lm. 
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Human dgMr InsüMiom Naoonal h u m  ngtitr 
i&ms and wnbudsman &es,including 
chiidren's ombudspeople. tQ4 a spetial rerpmsiMliy 

sue thir issue. Suggert indMdual or col!ezke 
r rhese insunitions could Qke.The Eumpean 
Kk of Ombudspe~ple for Childrm (ENOC) 
e Cemal Americar Ne& have both 
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Chi ldrenr  n p  NGO~INGO~NGO 
Pen's r ights coaliiionr/child-led 
i i rat ionsihink - are there organisations 
ng towards eiiminauon of al1 corporal 
iment in your Smte? 
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