“The international financial
institutions agreed to debt relief for
the poorest countries, under
pressure from the countries
themselves and a vigorous NGO
campaign. This extremely useful
book provides in-depth analysis of
the results of the debt relief
contained in HIPC: they are
positive, but small. Unfortunately,
as the book demonstrates, HIPC
debt relief will not provide the
solution to the development
problems of most poor countries.’

Frances Stewart, Dircctor, Queen
Elizabeth House, University of
Oxford
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“This volume shows that a lack of
good arguments for ambitious
trade liberalization is not the
problem at the Doha Round talks. A
vast array of crucial issues for both
the agriculture and the industrial
products negotiations are soundly
addressed in this usetul book.”

Ernesto Zedillo, Director of the
Yale Center for the Study of
Globalization and former President
ol Mexico

‘As the contributors in this volume
demonstrate, advancing the
agenda for development within the
Doha negotiations is in the
commercial and development
interests of developing and
developed countries alike. The
articles address a number of critical
issues related to efforts to reform
and liberalize agricultural trade and
increase market access for indus-
trial products of export interest to
developing countries, while at the
same time, taking fully into account
flexibilities and measures for
developing countries and LDCs.
Trade negotiators, development
cconomists and national policy-
makers will benefit from the
comprehensive treatment of the
WTO issues provided herein.’

Lakshmi Puri, Director, Division for
International Trade in Goods and
Services, and Commodities, United
Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, Geneva

“This book is a valuable source ol
both information and analysis on
the main agenda items facing
developing countries in {uture
negotiations on the WTO. The
various contributors pragmatically
assess what developing countries
should try to get and how they
should go about getting it.”

Gary McMabhon, Principal
Economist, Global Development
Network, Washington DC
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‘This book stands out in fwo ways.
First, this is cutting edge research.
The list of authors reads as a
Who's Who? in the field of fiscal
policy analysis in developing
countries and the quality of the
contributions is very high. Second,
the volume moves well beyond the
traditional topics. Novel issues
include the design of new tax
systems when the state is very
weak, the fiscal implications of war,
assessing the impact of fiscal
policy on poverty, and the effect of
tax choices on economic growth.”

Jan Willem Gunning, Professor,
Free University, Amsterdam

‘Researchers and policy analysts
will find this book to be an
excellent basis lor thinking about a
number of difficult tiscal, tax, and
budgetary issues lacing develop-
ing economies. The readings are of
high quality and relevant to current
policy analysis. The papers
contained in this book scream out
to policy makers as to why better
budgetary practices as outlined in
this book are not commonly
adopted throughout the world.”

Jack Mintz, President and CEQ,
C.D. Howe Institute, Toronto

“This volume represents a clear, in-
depth analysis of many aspects of’
fiscal policy and its relationship to
the development of poor countries.
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