
INSIDE COVERAGE 

rld Summits a n C ' 1   En 
Rio de Janeiro 

T his workshop brought logether 
rcscarchers from Africa, h i a ;  the 

Americas and Europe to discuss thc 
theoretical and methodological frame- 
works and the rcscarch questions for a 
new UNRISD project on UN World 
Summits and Civil Society Engage- 
ment. The projeçt, which got under 
way in mid-1003, assesses the impact 
of a range of United-Nations-spon- 
sorcd cvents on civil socicty activism. 
Research is being carried out in three 
coiintries that liostcd surnrnits-Bra- 
zil. China and Southhînica-and three 
that hosted summit pieparatory rnect- 
ings (or PrepComs)-Chile. Indonesia 
and Scncgal. A number of thematic 
studies have also heen commissioned 
iindcr thc project. 

The mcthodologic~al workshop was 
held to establish a common framework 
for research tliat would ensure con- 
sistency between the case studies whle 
allowing for a diversity of national 
contexts. The discussions regarding 
theoretical and mcthodological issues 
concentrated on definitions of con- 
cepts, and achieving a balaiicc be- 
tween national and international levels 
of analysis. 

Participants agreed on a definition that 
characterizes civil society as a political 
and ideologlcal rather than "teclinical" 
concept: a complex and dynarnic so- 
cial arena, with individu& and groups 
organized in various foims of associa- 
tions and networks in order to express 
their views and fulfil their intcrests. 
civil society cari thus comprise any- 
thiiig from a global advocacy move- 
ment down to a village sel[- help group. 
'rile structurcs and fornis of civil soci- 
ety, the relations between civil society 
and the statc, those witliin civil soçi- 
ety, and cvcn those between civil soci- 
cties are constantly evolving and 
changing. Such a coiîceptualization of 

civil society-as process oriented-is 
particularly apt for this project, which 
analyses the historical evolution and 
current sliape of civil society in order 
to identify changes in civil society that 
may be traced to a particular UN- 
sponsored event. 

Countries-Summils 

Braz~l 
United Nations Conîercnce 
on Environment and Develop- 
ment, 1992 

Ch~na  
Fourth World Confer ence 
on Women, 1995 

Sorrth Afizca 
World Conference against Racism, 
Racial Disci iriunation, Xenophobia 
and Related Intolerance, 2001 
Woild Summit on Sustainable 
Development. 2002 

Chile 
World Conference agaiiist Raçism, 
Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia 
and Related Intolerance-Regional 
PrepCom for the hnericas, 2002 

Indonesia 
World Sunmiii on Sustainable De- 
velopmeni-PI epCom ni, 1002 

Senegal 
Fourth Korld Conîerence on 
Women-Fifth African Regional 
Conference on Women, 1994 

During the workshop, the researchers 
identified a combination of quantita- 
tive and qualitative research methods 
that would be used, iiicliiding surveys, 
interviews, case studies, and the exten- 
sive use of primary and seçondary 
documentation. The following frame- 
work questions were identified at the 
workshop and are guiding the na- 
tional-level research. 

M a t  was the impact of hosting 
ilie summii/PiepCom on the 
issue in the national context? 

What was the impact of hosting 
the summit1PrepCom on the 
structure of relations in civil 
society? 

Who doesldoes not participate 
and why? 

Were new networklalliances 
formed? 

Have the forms of association 
changed? 

What was the influence of 
donors? 

Have civil society actions 
changed? 

What was the impact of hosting 
the summit/PrepCom on civil 
society relations.. . 

With the statelparty apparatus? 

Among civil society organiza- 
tions/actors themselves? 

\%ththe public? 

Betweeii national and global 
civil soçiety? 

What was the impact on national 
political space? 

Research under this project will take place 

through December 2004. Funding for this 

project is provided by the Ford Foundation 

and UNRISD core funds. 


