
Poverty Reduction and Economic Managment 

September 2 
Findings reports on ongoing operational, economic, and sector work carried out by the World Bank 
and its member governments in the Africa Region. It is published periodically by the Knowledge 
and Learning Center on behalf of the Region. The views expressed in Findings are those of the 
author/. and should not be attributed to the World Bank Group. 

Monitoring andl Evaluation 
for Results 
Lessons from Uganda 

Recent experience with monitoring and evaluation [M&E) in Uganda has 
shown how M&E can be developed to contribute to national capacity build- 
ing, rather than become a demanding, but unproductive data collection exer- 
cise. Symptoms of M&E overload have been addressed by assigning coordi- 
nation responsibility to the Offie of the Prime Minister. Prospects are now 
improving for aligning M&E capacity with strengthening cost-egectiveness 
and achievement of value for money in service delivery. * 

ganda h a s  achieved a 
strong rate of growth and a 
decrease in absolute pov- 
erty in the past decade. 

With GDP growing a t  nearly 7 per- 
cent a year, the proportion of 
people living below the national 
absolute poverty line decreased 
from 56 percent to 35 percent be- 
tween 199 1-92 and 1999-2000. 

Despite remarkable progress in 
economic management and pov- 
erty reduction, however, public ser- 
vice delivery is showing signs of 
limited effectiveness and value for 
money. For instance, between 1995 
and 2000 infant mortality in- 
creased (from 8 1 to 88 deaths per 
1,000 live births), whereas mater- 
nal mortality only fell marginally 
(from 527 to 505 per 100,000 live 
births), and immunization cover- 
age declined, despite a major in- 
crease in government health sec- 
tor spending. Similarly, although 
the total amount of spending on the 

water sector tripled between 1998 
and 200 1, the annual number of new 
water points dropped by 8 percent. 

The Government of Uganda 
(GOU) has recognized that M&E can 
be critical to achieving a results 
orientation in its poverty eradica- 
tion efforts. The national poverty 
eradication action plan (PEAP), 
which serves as  its poverty reduc- 
tion strategy paper (PRSP), has a s  
its goal reducing the incidence of 
poverty to 10 percent by 20 17. To 
coordinate da ta  collection on 
progress in fighting poverty, the 
Poverty Monitoring and Analysis 
Unit was established in the Min- 
istry of Finance, Planning, and Eco- 
nomic Development (MOFPED). 
This unit has also coordinated for- 
mulation of the national Poverty 
Monitoring and Evaluation Strategy 
(MOFPED, 2002). As a result,  
Uganda now has a fairly robust de- 
mographic and household poverty 
data set, which allows monitoring 

* This CE Brief was based on OED's evaluation capacity development 
work in Uganda. 








