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Participatory Video: 
Rural People Document their 
Knowledge and Innovations 

ndigenous knowledge and local ini- 

tiatives are usually documented and 

disseminated by outsiders, who 

make their own interpretations in the 

process. Participatory Video (PV) pro- 

vides an opportunity for rural people to 

document their own knowledge and 

experiences and to express their wants 

and hopes from their own perspectives. 

The process of PV 

The process of PV is, in essence, ex- 

tremely simple, and the equipment re- 

quired is increasingly widely available 

and affordable. This is the way the pro- 

cess works: 

The rural people rapidly learn how to 

use video equipment through games 

and exercises facilitated by outsiders; 

The facilitators help local groups to 

identify and analyze important issues 

in their community and to plan how 

to show this on video; 

The video messages are directed and 

filmed by the local groups; 

The footage is shown to the wider 

community at daily screenings, set- 

ting in motion a dynamic exchange 

of ideas and perceptions. 

All people in a community, whatever 

their formal level of education, can use 

video to communicate their perspec- 

tives. PV is a potentially strong 

complement to existing farmer-to- 

farmer and community-to-community 

mechanisms for exchanging informa- 

tion, such as story telling and local 

markets. The completed films can be 

used to promote awareness and ex- 

change within the same community 

and in other communities. PV provides 

a channel for farmers to communicate 

their ideas, innovations, theories and 

decisions not only to each other but 

also to formal researchers and develop- 

ment agents. The films can also he 

used for lobbying and advocacy pur- 







level representatives from a number of international donor 

agencies, embassies and local organizations active in the ag- 
ricultural sector. The reaction was unanimously positive, a 

lively discussion followed and several donor agencies 

pledged to continue supporting the development of VFAs 

throughout Turkmenistan. 

The day after the film screening, the OSCE (Organization 

for Security and Cooperation in Europe) invited the PV fa- 

cilitator to take part in a discussion group where plans were 

made to develop a micro-credit scheme in these and other 

farming communities. This was largely motivated by 

Babakuly's film (see box). The film was also shown to two 

senior officials in the Turkmenistan Ministry of Agriculture. 

They were very interested in the achievements of the Tacis 

program and expressed their support for the continued 

spread of the VFA model. 

The potential of PV in promoting local innovation 

PV is a medium based on visual and verbal communication. 

As such, it has great potential to enhance indigenous means 

of communication - also primarily visual and verbal. Clearly, 

special equipment is needed to  make and show videos, but a 

growing number of NGOs and even community-based organi- 

zations now have their own video-players, and some also have 

video cameras. Video films can also be easily copied onto 

CD-ROMs and can then be viewed using a laptop computer 

or via the Web. In this way, PV can bring local experiences 

and knowledge into a global network, allowing all relevant 

actors to learn from each other. 

Major lessons learned 

The project in Turkmenistan has shown that local people 

are quick to take control of the PV process and to recog- 

nize its potential as a tool for sharing experience and local 

knowledge between different groups of farmers. 

PV can be used as a means of collecting, validating and dis- 

seminating farmer-developed technologies to audiences 

across national boundaries, whether they are farmers, re- 

searchers or policymakers. 

Having a woman in the PV facilitating team made it much 

easier to work with women in a Islamic country and, thus, 

to bring women's perspectives into community analysis of 

the situation and possibilities. 

PVfilms about farmer innovation and experimentation can 

help to bring farmers' own voices and images to the atten- 

tion of policymakers in agricultural research and develop- 

ment (ARD). It is one way of bringing farmers' perspectives 

into multi-stakeholder platforms on the subject, and can 

stimulate other stakeholders to open up these platforms 

directly to farmer researchers. In this way, farmers can gain 
greater influence in decision-making about the ARD 

agenda. 


