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The authors exdhine the role of international faith-based NGOs in foreign aid and 
i development assistance for Africa, with special reference to the Mennonite Central Committee 

(MCC).,The M C & ~ S  successful in its contribution to development and empowerment in the 20 
African codntries in which it works because of its philosophical and programmatic focus on 
qicou,ntabilit>: its holistic approach to basic rights, and a 'listen and learn' approach which 
,trnbraces empowerment and social justice. Although a 'small is beautiful' philosophy does not 
necessarily feed the 'quick fix' methods associated with the New Policy Agenda, it remains the 
most effective, efficient, accountable, and grassroots-responsive way of dealing with 
development issues. 

Introduction 

The African continent has been the recipient of development aid for over five decades, but 
there is little consensus on whether foreign aid contributes to African development or 
perpetuates underdevelopment, or what should be done to rectify the situation. The latest 
African initiative, the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD)-a social and 
economic rescue plan for Africa that focuses on good governance, increased foreign aid, trade, 
and debt relief-remains untested. However, African leaders have recognised that corruption 
needs to be curbed, trade encouraged, and democracy embraced in order to secure future 
foreign aid. The US Millennium Challenge Account created by the Bush administration (which 
will increase the US aid budget for Africa by US$10 billion by 2006), aims to reward 
governments that respect human rights and are committed to rooting out corruption. 

The post-Cold War era has seen foreign aid increasingly channelled through international 
and domestic NGOs rather than through bilateral assistance. The rise of neo-liberalism as the 
dominant development paradigm, also known as the 'New Policy Agenda', has solidified the 
prominence of NGOs in the global system. Indeed, a 1995 report on global governance 
suggested that there were almost 29,000 international NGOs then in existence, with an 
estimated US$5 billion in aid channelled through the NGO sector (World Bank 2001:200). 
Many African countries have experienced a flood of NGOs, both foreign and indigenous. As 
the number of non-state actors has steadily increased, there is some (albeit mixed) evidence to 
suggest that NGOs have been better than bilateral aid at promoting development. 
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