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Women and children carryingfLlelwood in a rural area, Senegal 

e are delighted to dedicate this 
joint issue of Renewable En- 
ergy Partnerships for Pov- 

erty Eradication and Sustainable Devel- 
opment Newsletter with Renewable En- 
ergy for Development (RED), (www.sei.se/ 
climate/newsletter.htm) to a policy debate 
on Global Biofuels Development. This 
was prompted by the substantial interest 
and feedback that resulted from an ar- 
ticle by a leading UK environmentalist, 
George Monbiot entitled: "Fuel for 
nought: the adoption of biofuels would 
be a humanitarian and environmental di- 
saster". It was published in The Guard- 

Corsa Pex-@el vehicle, Brazil 

ian newspaper, November 23,2004 and 
immediately generated a highly animated 
response from the bioenergy commu- 
nity, The current level of oil prices, on- 
going trade reforms and associated im- 
pacts on sugar producers, the concerns 
over abrupt climate change and the EU 
biofuels directive are some of the driv- 
ing forces which point towards the need 
for a new biofuels regime. The accu- 
mulated experience of the Brazilian etha- 
nol programme, and the successful miti- 
gation of much of its negative impacts, 
further support the promotion of bio- 

fuels on a global scale. Combining 
- 

bioenergy production with food crop pro- 
duction could bring about a number of 
benefits including enhancing the rural live- 
lihoods of poor people in developing 
countries. Continued high levels of agri- 
cultural subsidies in industrialised coun- 
tries have the potential to undermine this 
exciting potential. The adoption of broader 
sustainability criteria are urgently needed 
incorporating new opportunities and strat- 
egies for change to resolve environmen- 
tal, social and economic problems. 

- Maria M. Morales 
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