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IBFAN: fast, 
flexible and 
furious 

Figure 13. IBFAN is a network, a love affair, not marriage. 

IBFAN is said to be biased - and so it is. But it is biased in favour of the 
protection, promotion and support of breastfeeding as called for by 
UNICEF and WHO. If companies use different tactics or invent new prod- 
ucts to get around the Code, IBFAN denounces these. And if a government 
wants help to draft a law that will protect breastfeeding now and in the fu- 
ture, IBFAN will try its utmost to make sure that the law is sound and 
covers al1 products that undermine breastfeeding. But meanwhile, in its 
monitoring work, IBFAN's Code Documentation Centre makes absolutely 
sure that al1 the violations it publicises relate to the actual provisions of the 
Code or subsequent Resolutions. 

The Network has survived 25 years of hard work with little money. Al- 
though understaffed, overworked and having to deal with a huge number 
of sub-issues, IBFAN has actually come out stronger than ever before. 
IBFANers have been called al1 kinds of names: Nestlé-bashers, Code- 
pushers, fanatics, breastfeeding ideologists, even Marxists, but on the 
whole, the Network's credibility has never been higher and the people 
working in IBFAN have shown that unity in diversity is possible and prac- 
ticable. In both the North and the South, groups have become skilled at 
tracking down Code violations and advocating for strong and legally bind- 
ing measures. For more than 20 years, the Network has pushed WHO and 
UNICEF to keep the Code alive and on their agendas, and to remember 
there is an active movement for greater corporate accountability. 




