
THE CIVIL SOCIETY IN MOTION 

ciety: lever 

e could say in an only single word 

t is the pulse that male and female 

ens have about politicians and politi- 

cal parties it would be: disenchantment. 

The expression of this is particularly evi- 

dent in election periods, with different 

degrees of abstention that in some cases 

surpasses 60 percent. And in daily life i t  

is expressed in. apathy to take part in the 

solution of civic and social problems. 

One of this event's causes is that policy 

is basically focused to become business, 

to the pursuing of posts for the rulers and 

social representatives' personal enrichment 

by embezzling public funds. 

Politicians have become the new me- 

dia performers: they have developed a 

technical capability for selling themselves 

as products, as if they were a soda, a car, 

or a suite. Such conduct has generated a 

culture in which form is more important 

than basic matters; the making up of ideas 

is more important than to undertake a 

firm compromise before the citizenry. 

Policy has been captured and put into 

jail by marketing, which sells everything 

to the highest bidder, and designs both 

the message and the image, in order to 

cal1 the attention and thus favoring the 

consumption of empty images. Policy has 

also been reshaped into a disqualification 

art, in order to show the opponent's "weak- 

ness" and thus emphasize personal po- 

litical strength. Then, while the opponent's 

incapability and usefulness is shown out, 

a false image of worthiness and intelli- 

gence is constructed as well. 50, in Mexi- 

can policy the image of a "winner" is not 

related to his/her proposals' consistency, 

but to his/her capability of rnanaging to 

either appear as a victim in sorne cases, 

or as a big cynical or opportunist in oth- 

ers, vindicating any social demand as an 

initiative of his/her own. 

This process becomes more complex 

when politicians turn public political mat- 

ters and proposals into merchandises, 

something to  negotiate among them: " 1  

back you up in this item, so you support 

me in that subject", though most of the 

times such movements are not strategic, 

but simply encourage someone's promi- 

nence and egotism, and strengthen his/ 

her links with the groups that put and 

sustain him/her in charge. 

Such political marketing culture has 

become pervious and deepens into a per- 

verse relationship between politicians and 

citizens: "If you want me to support you, 

you'll have to give me that ... or allow these 

permits ... What will I have in exchange if 

I back you up?" And in rnost of cases one 

day of political circus to make us feel win- 

ners means huge money investment. 

This political breakdown has its costs, 

being the gravest one the progressive tear- 

ing of the social tissue in cornrnunities and 

social groups, to the point that rnost of 

them are dominated by marketing envi- 

ronment, which provokes a permanent 

sense of suspicion and distrust among 

political actors. 

Society 's  r e s p o n s e s  

In such context of decomposition, civic 

social organizations and some individual 

political actors have shaped a new iden- 

tity of civic society facing the changes 

brought along by political alternation, 

and the new roles in power's division and 

local powers as well. One of its crucial 

features is that civil society is a wide range 

of plural, diverse and independent actors, 

al1 of which are constructing the citizen- 

ship with its different views and varied 

agendas. Another characteristic is Our 

new ways of acting: based on territorial 

and thematic criteria, articulate the civic 

society's participation within different 

initiatives to  change or propose civic 

policies. 

Besides, new ways of communication 

has been established, not just with the 

Executive Power but with the Judiciary and 

Legislative as well, with which it has been 

opened spaces for dialoging and inter- 
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changing proposals in order to influence. 

And this process has developed both, in 

the municipal and federal levels. 

Civic society's organizations have 

demonstrated with facts that there is a 

well informed citizenry with a high de- 

gree of professionalism for designing, 

monitoring, supervising and evaluating 

local, national and international civic poli- 

cies. We have been conquering a place 

to be part of public space. We have gone 

from being a proceeding democracy to a 

participative one. 

The organizations' developing of such 

strategy has not been easy due to the 

political class patrimonial culture. How- 

ever, together with other actors as aca- 

demics, politicians an'd social and business 

organizations, we have constructed new 

spaces for social dialogue, to elaborate 

social and economic responsible policies. 

We believe that it is not enough the 

citizenry to  grant leadership into gover- 

nors and representatives; now it is essen- 

tial that power to be the response to public 

well being necessities, where everyone, 

according to his/her responsibility, con- 

tribute to the collective effort. 

We, the civil society's organizations, 

are passing from being groups that used 

to play a roll of resistance -that neces- 

sarily must to continue- to play a brand 

new strategic roll: the vocation o f  influ- 

encing on the decision making and pub- 

lic policies as well. We have learned that 

we have a huge responsibility for democ- 

racy not to be reduced to an electoral is- 

sue, but transformed into a new way of 

sharing public power and the future of 

public policies as well, so these can be 

democratic, human and fair. 

Among the characteristics that civil 

society's organizations have had along 

history is Our vocation to develop motion 

through innovative initiatives, and to  

facilitate citizenry construction as well. 

Thus, al1 act ion always requires the 
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active participation of the citizenship in 

order to reach both immediate and long 

term results. 

-ch civil society's characteristic has 

generated new ways of participation and 

also expertise to allow the citizenship to 

control public affairs such as budget su- 

pervising, a fair trade and commerce, lo- 

cal and federal legislative proposals on 

subjects as gender, lndian peoples' rights, 

environment, and the monitoring of the 

three of legislative, executive and judiciary 

policies. We can say that in this period 

citizenship has pointed out strategies aimed 

to the acknowledgement of the cultural 

scope, the gender balance struggle, the 

urging of food sovereignty and a sustain- 

able humanistic development. 

Opportunitier and risks 

On this frame, I do remark the notion that 

public and political fields are not exclu- 

sively for politicians and parties, but re- 

quire the social and civil organizations 

inclusion, and that of al1 society's sectors 

as well. 

That is why i t  is very important 

to analyze and built scenarios in 

order to face and try to prevent the 

risk of, contrary to contribute in the 

reshaping of a new political culture, 

keeping doing the same things and 

neutralize initiatives under the log- 

ics of suspicion. 

At present we are facing the risk 

of going gravely backward in power 

alternation, after the few institu- 

tional steps given, and of having to 

construct again both electoral truth- 

fulness, and some of local powers' 

dialog spaces, within institutions of 

both federal and state's govern- 

ments, and the legislative and judi- 

ciary powers as well. Besides, we 

face the rising of the so called or- 

ganized crime's power, that gener- 

ates fear among citizens and public opin- 

ion, which get paralyzed and do not dare 

to make any denounce in order to live 

"peacefully". 

In addition to these risks, there is the 

growing power that governors and rep- 

resentatives have k rm i t t ed  to mass me- 

dia, particularly to Televisa and Television 

Azteca, which have gradually taken the 

roll of judges and decision makers about 

what issues should be included in the 

national agenda. Before these kind of 

powers -so called at present "factual 

powers"- both the political class and the 

civil society's organizations face. a situa- 

tion in which there is no dialog links among 

the different actors as to generate a suf- 

ficiently strong force capable of halting 

the organized crime, the media show and 

the mafias that profit with terror and the 

involution of Our democracy. 

We must accept that the citizenship's 

apathy towards policy is also a challenge 

for us. We can not stay like simple wit- 

nesses of citizenry's disenchantment. Part 

of Our mission in the country is to pro- 

mote and generate an environment in 



which we may recover the citizenry's par- 

ticipation as the axis of any public issue. 

We do must keep and fortify electoral 

democracy, but at the same time construct- 

ing participative democracy in order to 

ending the monopolization of policy from 

the part of authorities and parties. With- 

out the strengthening and developing 

of participative democracy the country 

is one step before the involution of de- 

mocracy. 

To prevent such involution, we need 

to invite al1 the social and political actors 

to debate the national agenda proposals, 

in order to identify common subjects and 

commit ourselves to fulfill them. 

Cilirenship Agenda 

We find ourselves before the possibility 

of building a scenario for the election year 

2006, if we profit from the opportunity 

of generating dialog spaces and influence 

public opinion about those subjects we 

estimate as needed to strengthen democ- 

racy. The election timing offers the op- 

portunity of reorienting the country to- 

wards proposals where collective balance, 

justice and well being are Our citizenry 

agenda's axial issues. 

We must actualize Our agendas in 

order to be in tune with the present po- 

litical timing, and open dialog spaces 

among the different sectors for gener- 

ating commitments and agreements on 

the country's strategic issues, such as the 

following: 

State reform. In the last five years we 

have lived in an atmosphere in which 

political alternation seems to be the 

only thing to aspire to in Mexico. For 

some political sectors it seems like if 

the Mexicans voting right and this 

vote in itself were enough; as if the 

citizenship attendance to the ballots 

every three or six years was enough, 

and like if we give a white check to 

rulers an representatives. 

This attitude has been cause of se- 

rious splitting offs between politicians 

and civil society. Politician's immobi- 

lization and their manipulations have 

made clear to citizenship that their 

means don't bring about new options 

to the country. 

Before this situation, the citizenship 

has pointed out the country's need of 

basic agreements in order to change the 

institutions and their authoritarian 

ruling. Now we have to redesign the 

new architecture of institutions and 

the game rules as well, to set up demo- 

cracy in the country. We need to create 

conditions for al1 political, social and civil 

actors bringing forward of proposals 

that lead us to a democratic regime. 

We have to push on a great move- 

ment of al1 civil society's actors, pro- 

moting a permanent campaign in or- 

der to develop the State Reform issues, 

covering local issues and subjects that 

contribute to the new institutional de- 

sign. We must demand the State Re- 

form to become one of the main sub- 

jects of electoral battle. 

It is necessary to conceive a State 

Reform that point out the need of 

guaranteeing the respect and prevail- 

ing of al1 the people's human rights, 

as the spine of political and govern- 

mental labor. 

Let us demand the inclusion, in the 

following period of sessions in Con- 

gress, of a transitory amend that com- 

mand a total review of the Constitu- 

tion, thus to guarantee the inclusion 

of al1 of the citizen's proposals. 

We have to  demand to  future 

Congress's groups coordinators the 

compromise of working like a brand 

new Constituent Congress that fulfill 

the needed deep reforms for establish- 

ing a democratic regime. 

Struggle against violence. Mexico is 

living a worrying unsafe situation. It 

is documented by thousands of testi- 

monies of family assault, kidnapping, 

drug trafficking victims, children pros- 

titution, and in some regions from 

whole peoples being hostages by the 

so called organized crime. Day after 

day we witness how Our legislations 

protect delinquents, allowing them re- 

sources for reducing their sentences 

with declarations like administrative 

faults or not grave faults. 

However, we have to focus the prob 

lem of violence not just as a crime is- 

sue, but as an expression of social and 

ethics decomposition provoked by the 

growing inequality within the whole 

country. 

It is clear that not any budget would 

be enough for fighting against crime 

if we circumscribe at police force's 

ground, without counting on a strat- 

egy to prevent crime and to redistrib- 
ute wealth. 

To reach so, we have to generate 

the conditions for creating enough and 

fairy paid jobs; we must guarantee that 

any citizenship's denounce be truly in- 

vestigated and resolved, thus to give 

justice back its duty and that way it 

can plenty develop. To create atmo- 

spheres to enhance the citizenship's in- 

teracting, where everyone may feel 

confident and respected in case of any 

violation attempt on the part of au- 

thorities or the organized crime. We 

have to settle down ways for socializ- 

ing al1 kind of tools that promote the 

defense and fulfilling of general human 

rights. 

Bi-national Civil Society. In the last (le- 

cades, migration has changed many of 

the country's communities, towns and 

cities values. 

According to  official numbers, 

nearly 400 thousand Mexicans migrate 



yearly to de US, looking for elemen- 

tary surviving conditions. I t  is known 

that more than 16 thousand million 

dollar are remitted to Mexico yearly, a 

figure higher t o  that of some Mexican 

States' budget. 

Besides, many of the country's com- 

munities and towns also channel those 

funds received from the migrants' fami- 

lies t o  the development of public 

works. It's been settled down pro- 

grams such as the "3 to 1 ", in which 

for every peso put by a resident in the 

US, both the state and federal govern- 

ment put another one each. 

It is clear that this phenomenon can 

be seen from different points of view, 

but here along we want to focus it as 

a support given by the community resi- 

dent in the US: nearly 20 million Mexi- 

cans are organized in several ways: by 

federal entity, by lndian people, by 

community and town or by club, in 

order to defend their human rights 

there, and in many occasions also for 

organizing the remittances to be send 

to  Mexico. 

Besides, after several attempts, it's 

been reached that the Mexican resi- 

dents abroad may exercise their do- 

mestic political right of voting in the 

2006 election. 

Nevertheless, Mexican civil society's 

organizations with a few exceptions 

have not still created a dialog bridge 

for the interaction with the US resi- 

dents in order t o  find out common in- 

terest subjects. 

It will be very important the build- 

ing of a common agenda for Mexico's 

local and regional development; and 

it would also be meaningful to estab- 

lish a closer relationship so Mexican 

residents in the US understand clearly 

the way we live the country's authori- 

tarian ruling, and to settle down a lob- 

bying agenda in the US. 








