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Politics, Poverty and the Planet
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This book, written by a Financial Times
journalist, provides readers with the
essential information they need for
understanding the shifting structure of the
global oil and gas economy — where the
reserves lie, who produces what, trade

patterns, consumption trends, prices. {0NS VERSUS PEOPLE
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Stolen Fruit
The Tropical Commodities

Disaster
PETER ROBBINS

‘Peter Robbins effectively demolishes the
myth that international markets serve
poor countries well, and proposes an
exciting and workable new solution to the
crisis facing primary commodity produc-
ers.’ —Dr Claire Melamed, Senior Policy
Officer, Christian Aid
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Free Trade

Myth, Reality and Alternatives
GRAHAM DUNKLEY

An incisive and informative analysis of
why free trade derails development, this
book serves as an indispensable road
map for those seeking to hack their way
out of the neoliberal thicket.” — Walden
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The Water Business

Corporations versus People
ANN-CHRISTIN SJIOLANDER HOLLAND

‘Ann-Christin’s book is an important
contribution to the debate about water
privatisation, which remains mired in
controversy. She tackles the major issues
and interviews many of the key players’ -
David Boys, Public Services International
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Banana Wars — The Price

of Free Trade

A Caribbean Perspective
GORDON MYERS

‘A lucid and detailed history of the banana
trade in the Caribbean region... buy
Banana Wars, buy free trade bananas, buy
organic bananas and buy Windward
Island bananas.’ -~ Tribune, June 2005
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Behind the Scenes at

the WTO
The Real World of International

Trade Negotiations/Lessons of

Cancun — UPDATED EDITION
FATOUMATA JAWARA AND AILEEN KWA

‘This timely book effectively counters the
myth that developing countries are well-
served by the WTO and usefully exposes
the often brutish methods employed by
the world’s powerful states to impose
their agenda on the poorest.” — Mark
Curtis, World Development Movement
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Hb ISBN 1 84277 532 4 £40.00 $65.00
Pb ISBN 184277 533 2 £14.95 $22.50




The Coffee Paradox

Global Markets, Commodity Trade and the Elusive Promise of Development

BENOIT DAVIRON CIRAD, MONTPELLIER, FRANCE

AND STEFANO PONTE INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, COPENHAGEN, DENMARK L‘

Why is it that the fashionable coffee bar
chains of the rich north are booming while
coffee producers are receiving the lowest
prices in decades? This book demonstrates
that it is not material quality that
contemporary coffee consumers buy, but
symbolic quality and in-person services. As
long as coffee farmers and their organiza-
tions do not control at least parts of this
‘immaterial’ production, they will keep
receiving low prices. The Coffee Paradox
addresses some key questions: What kinds
of quality attributes are combined in a coffee
cup or coffee package? Who is producing
these attributes? How can part of these
attributes be produced by developing
country farmers? More broadly this book
asks: can developing countries trade their
way out of poverty? ‘The Coffee Paradox’ is
a major analytical contribution to under-
standing commodity production and trade,
as well as putting forward policy-relevant
suggestions for ‘solving’ the commodity
problem.

An important contribution to the literara-
ture on primary products and economic
development.’ —Diego Pizano,
International and Economic Advisor,
National Federation of Coffee Growers of
Colombia

‘Daviron and Ponte have done a
masterful job.... This volume should be
read by anyone who is interested in
how international trade takes place on
the ground.’ —Lawrence Busch,
Director, Institute for Food and
Agricultural Standards, Michigan State
University

‘This book uses value chain analysis to
go beyond the normal hand-wringing
about the coffee crisis. The authors
blend theory and practice (including
new data) to provide all those interest-
ed in coffee with new insights, ideas
and perspective.” — Peter Baker, senior
coffee scientist, CABI Commodities

‘Ponte and Daviron bring fresh
insights...Their well-crafted and
historically grounded arguments
precisely characterize the important
intangible attributes of value and
market power that are often
overlooked and offer some stimulating
perspectives for anyone interested in
development and in coffee.” — Daniele
Giovannucci, consultant and author of
The State of Sustainable Coffee, and
Coffee Markets: New Paradigms in
Global Supply and Demand

Questioning Globalization

KAVALJIT SINGH PUBLIC INTEREST RESEARCH GROUP, NEW DELHI

Globalization has become the cliché of our
times. The virus of neo-liberal globalization
has struck almost everybody including within
the ranks of the left. Its proponents claim
that it produces ‘accelerated, efficient’
development along with democracy and
human rights. Reality shows the opposite.
Economic disasters are not the ‘price’ we
- have to pay for a transition towards the
promised paradise, but are bound to get
worse as long as neo-liberal economic
policies are pursued. This book analyses
several contemporary debates around
globalization. With the help of case studies
and statistical data, it debunks several
myths, and fundamentally questions the
viewpoints held by the ‘hyper-globalists’.

‘Questioning Globalization is needed.
Kavaljit Singh has produced a most
convincing book on globalization
issues. He writes in a clear, non-jargon
style accessible to all policy and
opinion makers. | highly recommend
the book to all activists including those
who are already convinced that neo-
liberalism must be defeated.” — Samir
Amin, Director, ForumTiers Monde,
Senegal, and author of Obsolescent
Capitalism

‘Kavaljit Singh has written a brilliant
and succinct series of responses to a
number of basic questions which have
academic and political relevance. This
book will serve as a valuable text for
all readers interested in the political
economy of globalization and imperial-
ism, aid and governance, and the role
of the nation-state.” - James Petras,
Professor Emeritus, State University
of New York, US and author of
Globalization Unmasked
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