
FORTRESSES T O  BE DEFENDED O R  SPIRITUAL WELLSPRINGS? 

.- g r *  Ir We recognize that the challenges we face in the world are 
+ too stron for any one of Our traditions to deal with, and that a 

we n e e f  each other in Our attempts to respond to them. 
'O '' Therefore, we must not do separately what we con do togeth- 
er. It is in the course of discerning and acting together that we would 
truly discover each other, and it is in making common commitments 
that we would grow together. Therefore, we make the following affir- 
mations and commitments: 

WE AFFIRM that humankind, made u of many peoples, nations, B races, colours, cultures and religious tra itions, is one human family. 
Therefore, WE REJECT al1 attempts to drive wedges between reli- 

gious traditions by presenting them as mutually exclusive communities. 
WE COMMIT OURSELVES to learn more about each other, to learn 

from each other, and to discover and re-discover ourselves in relation 
to the other. 

WE AFFIRM that at the heart of al1 Our religious traditions are love, 
compassion, self-giving and values that sustain life, and life in com- 
munity. 

Therefore, WE REJECT al1 interpretations of religious teachings that 
promote enmity, hatred, or exclusion. 

WE COMMIT OURSELVES to lift up the teachings and practices in Our 
religious traditions that nourish life and promote community. 

WE AFFIRM that conflict, violence and warfare are inconsistent with 
Our religious teachings and none of Our religious traditions support the 
resolution of conflicts through violent means. 

Therefore WE REJECT al1 violence used in the name of religion, al1 
interpretations of religion that support warfare, and any attempt to 
interpret Our scriptures to support conflicts. 

WE COMMIT OURSELVES to inter ret, teach and practice Our reli- P gious traditions for the promotion O peace and harmony. 




