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I .  INTRODUCTION 

M A N Y  PROBLEMS RELATED to underdevelopnient in niuch of Africa, 
Asia and ]>atin America will have to be addressed during this twcnty-first 
century. The hopes that were raised by the end of colonization in Africa in 
the early 1960s m d  the era of globalization that was supposed to improve 
living conditions in low- and middle-income countries have not bcen real- 
ized. In sub-Saharan Africa, and in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) in particular, the lives of most people are cliaractcrized by illiteracy, 
high rates of infant mortality, malnutrition, short life expectancy, iliadecluate 
shelter, lack of health care and hygiene, unen~ployment, hunger and famine. 

Since the late 1970s, the scale of social and economic Jis<~stt.r, poverty 
and underdevelopment in Kinshasa have seemingly increased."' Tlirough- 
out tlie last century, underclevelopment in Kinshasa and in tlie whole of tlie 
DRC has been a central concern for many schoiars across all major social 
science disciplines. More recently, greater emphasis has been placed on tlie 
social, political and economic crises, which have been mutually reinforcing 
and have created instability and poverty througl~out the country. Political 
instability has led to state bankruptcy, with deep social and econonlic de- 
stabilization, and has created concerns about the country's future and 
people's welfare.'?' A glance at the country's history shows that never before 
have peuple experienced this kind of suffering. Even during the period of 
turmoil just after independence, when the country faced nearly fivc years 
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