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On June 30, 2005, President Bush chal-
lenged the world to reduce the burden 
of malaria dramatically as a major killer 
of children in sub-Saharan Africa, and 
pledged to increase funding for malaria 
prevention and treatment by more than 
$1.2 billion over five years. The goal of 
this effort is reduce malaria deaths by 50 
percent in each of the target countries 
after three years of full implementation. 

The United States will significantly 
expand resources for malaria in Angola, 
Tanzania, and Uganda beginning in 
2006, and will expand to at least four 
more highly endemic African countries 
in 2007, and at least five more in 2008. 
By 2010, the U.S. government will 
provide an additional $500 million per 
year for malaria prevention and treat-
ment. The money will pay for insecti-
cide-treated nets, indoor spraying against 
mosquitoes, and effective new combina-
tion drugs to treat malaria. This effort 
will eventually cover more than 175 
million people in 15 or more of the most 
affected African countries.

“Malaria is a major cause of illness and 
death in Angola, Tanzania, and Uganda, 
especially among children under five 
years of age, pregnant women, and 
people living with HIV/AIDS,” said 
USAID Administrator Andrew Natsios 
at the signing of the declaration for this 
new initiative. “Today we are putting 
the President’s words into action and 
building strong partnerships to reduce 
the crushing burden of disease in these 
countries. This is just the first step, and 
the U.S. and its international partners 
take on the challenge of saving the most 
lives from malaria with inspiration, 
compassion, and great expectations.”

Each year, an estimated 300-500 million 
malaria infections occur, leading to 
1.2 million deaths—85 percent of 
these deaths are in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Although malaria was successfully elimi-
nated in many countries with temperate 

climates during the 1950s, it remains 
a major killer in Africa, increasing its 
toll during the late 1980s and 1990s 
due largely to increasing resistance to 
commonly used anti-malarial drugs. 
Today, malaria causes an estimated $12 
billion in economic losses each year 
in Africa, robbing 1.3 percent from 
the annual gross domestic product of 
endemic countries.

The President made this commitment 
to fight malaria as the U.S. contribution 
to a larger international effort to reduce 
the burden of the disease, and he called 
on other donors, foundations, and orga-
nizations to complement United States 
commitments by providing $1.2 billion 
annually through 2008 in additional 
funding. These efforts could expand 
the initiative to reach 650 million total 
beneficiaries and control malaria in the 
most affected countries in Africa. The 
initiative will support the efforts of the 
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A woman in Mozambique displays a new 
bednet, which will help protect her and her 
child from malaria while they sleep.
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On November 8, the newest center 
of information for and about trade 
in West Africa, the West Africa Trade 
Hub in Dakar, formally opened.

The Dakar Trade Hub joins three 
other USAID-funded Trade Hubs 
on the continent, including its sister 
hub in Accra, Ghana; the Eastern 
and Central Africa Hub in Nairobi, 
Kenya; and the Southern Africa Hub 
in Gaborone, Botswana. Each Hub 
responds to region-specific needs and 
serves as a central point where African 
and U.S. government agencies, donor 
and civil society organizations, and 
the private sector can find informa-
tion and technical assistance on trade, 
investment, and business activities 
in the region, including training 
opportunities. 

“The new Trade Hub in Dakar is a 
gateway to the global marketplace,” 
said USAID Assistant Administrator 
for Africa, Lloyd Pierson, “as well as a 
bridge to jobs and personal opportu-
nity.”

Like the Hub in Accra, the Trade 
Hub in Dakar will work to reform 
regional trade policy, boost inter-
national exports—particularly in 
seafood and cashews—and help busi-
nesses take advantage of the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act. 

The Trade Hubs are funded through 
the African Global Competitiveness 
Initiative, which seeks to expand 
trade between African countries and 
the United States. 

For more information, visit www.
africatradehubs.org.
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