
ne statistic remained stubbornly unsung among all the 

As access to modern energy is such a core determinant 

its own right. Lack of it is both a cause and a consequence of 

Summit and the G8 Renewable Energy Task Force, to the UN 

contributed to drawing attention to the issue. But, while it has 

or able to respond to the magnitude of the energy challenge.

According to the 2004 World Energy Assessment Update, 

for example, throughout the 1990s.  
Yet there has recently been no shortage of opportunities 

for meetings and partnership. In 2002, the World Summit on 

probably indicate that they are mainly about process rather 

or aid to address the energy gap.  
So the question remains: how do we attract a greater share 

the poor? 
In this debate, business is usually cast as a straightforward 

hardly likely to be enough. And if the modern energy gap 

history any time soon. 

The experience of the Shell Foundation suggests that business 

the set of basic skills and expertise that all enterprises draw on 
to function and endure. 

is particularly true for large enterprises, which generally 
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grasping this. For our part, the Shell Foundation began an 

solution to the indoor air pollution which kills 1.6 million poor 

donor- or subsidy-led approach for a market one.

 The experiment taught us that there is demand among the poor 

sound and tested business principles to work up a business 

of grants and loans from donors. This may seem ambitious, 
and indeed unprecedented for a non-subsidy-led model, but we 

can scale it up to meet the energy needs of a huge proportion of 

In the process, we hope to create a self-sustaining cooking 

complete.
This is, of course, just one example of how business thinking 

and enterprise solutions can be applied to the energy gap. But 

to the poor people who make up their market and to grasp new 
ways of meeting their needs. 

system that generally looks primarily to public sector solutions 
and sees corporations mainly as a source of technology and 

This explains why so much that passes for Corporate 
Social Responsibility and philanthropy underperforms in its 

quickly compared to the public sector, if they are presented 

learning needs to be done on both sides. We can all start by 

spend-mentality of donors and the risk minimisation of major 

Kurt Hoffman is director of the Shell Foundation.
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