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constructive relationship between state
and civil society. Parliament has struggled
to exercise effective oversight of executive
power and a ‘securocratic’ mentality has
sometimes predominated. The previous
president, in particular, variously ignored
or subverted civil society, notably
attempting to seize control of the human
rights network, SHURONET, amongst
other actions.

As the relationship between 
local groups and international
organisations has developed,
local groups have become

increasingly vocal.

Relationship between local groups
and international organisations
International donors have largely
concentrated on capacity building
activities, including support for networks
(umbrellas) such as NAGAAD, the
women’s umbrella, and SONYO for
youth. As the relationship between local
groups and international organisations has
developed, the former have become
increasingly vocal, assuming roles in
budgetary oversight, calling for equal
gender rights, attacking the practice of
female genital mutilation, exposing and
responding to human rights abuses, calling
for freeing up of the airwaves, seeking an
end to extra-legal security committees
and for an independent judiciary, and
undertaking civic and electoral education.
Women’s groups pushed a strong line on
political representation with proposals for
the introduction of a 30% quota of seats
reserved for women in parliament.

The diaspora role is to some extent
contradictory. Remittances and diasporic
networks have been successful in
providing productive investment,
fundraising for projects such as tertiary
education and finance for political parties.
On the other hand, this bypasses inter-
and intra-governmental channels, thus
undermining them and weakening
already poor accountability of the state to
its citizens.

There were hopes that the government
formed after presidential elections in June
2010 would effect a change from the

securocratic and non-transparent practices
of former President Rayaale, moving
towards a more interventionist and pro-
poor model.

Progress in these respects has been patchy.
On the first day of the new regime, the
government delivered on a pledge to
abolish the unpopular security
committees. The judiciary, however,
remains ineffective, corrupt, and subject
to executive pressure. The new
government also continues to show grave
suspicion of independent journalists,
evidenced by the arrest of journalists and
editors.

Activists welcomed the increase in female
cabinet ministers from 5% to 20%.
However, women’s groups are seeking
more tangible progress, including
movement on the 30% quota. A new
NGO Act gave legal protection and a
number of new ministers have civil
society backgrounds. 

In addition, forums have been promised
for domestic civil society to engage with
government and to monitor performance,
including input into the budgetary
process. An expanded programme of free
education has been promised and the
salaries of teachers and other civil servants
have been doubled, with increased levels
of tax collection providing the necessary
funding.

However, much remains to be done by
both government and civil society. The
state remains extremely poorly resourced,
but the government, whose electoral
success was built on a support base of
women, youth, diaspora and civil society,
has an opportunity to build on this
breadth of knowledge of local and
international practice.
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What does ‘civil society’ really
mean? What is civil society’s role?
How can civil society best be
supported?

INTRAC’s latest book uses case studies
from around the world which show a
clear framework for understanding the
nature and role of civil society, prove
that civil society is alive and kicking,
and makes recommendations for more
effective civil society strengthening.

Vibrant examples of action by
indigenous groups, advocacy
journalism, and transnational southern
campaigning alliances are all explored,
illustrating a framework for
understanding civil society – based on
the functions it fulfils.

The book makes strong
recommendations to help us build
towards diverse and sustainable civil
society, and encourages us to once again
let civil society shape our development
agendas.

This book is intended for NGOs, think
tanks, multilateral and bilateral donors;
all those engaged in supporting civil
society, or running wider programmes
where it is important to take civil
society into account.
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