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The 19905 saw t h e  emergencr and  

evertual currency of the 'riqhts-based 

approacl i '  descr ibed b y  t h e  Ovcrseas 

Developrnent Inst i tute as one  t h a t  

"irivokes the  intcrna2ional apparatus of 

human riqhti arcountability in support of 

dc-veloprnent action" The iiprurge was 

fuelled in the mid-!ate 90s significantly by 

the ,ntPrPst of mul t t lat~ral~,  most notably 

the Un~ted  Mations and the World Bank, 

key  bilateral aid ascricies, and large 

internat ianal non-qovernment donor 

orqanisations 

TG Oxfarn. the  spproach hroadens 

terrain For one. it rightfully expandr the 

as almwst a tang ib l~  thing And with th i l  

ciear sensi2ilrty, not ctutter~d with jargon. 

s o c i e t ~ e s  can b~ i ~ r g ~ d  t o  draw u p  

objectiver, targets, roles, accountabrlizies, 

;id artion plans. 

O x f a m  International 1s sPen as a 

lead~nq promater of the rights-based 

approach In 2000, al1 12 affiliates within 

Qxfam lrternatronal, includtrrg O ~ f a m  

P ~ n q  Kong, forrnzlly ernbraced therightr- 

hased approarh t o  development, as 
exprersed in sights-languace, i e ,the uqht 

to a sustainable livelihood, to  basir social 

wrvicer, to Jife a r d  security, to  b~ heard, 

to gender equity and cultural diver<i?y, atid 

Approaching poverty definition of  the term 'human rights' to 

wifh a perspective of 1n.clude ec3nomic. social and cultural 

rights and legislation bas f l q h t ~ ,  " O t  JUst C I V I I  and doiitical rights, 

many benefits, advocates wbich had long been incamplete. It reer 

R~~~~ ~ i ~ ~ f ~ ~ ~ .  devetopment ar an inherent r ight of 

people (rights-holden) and the fulfillment 

of this right as a responsibility a' the 

international cornrnunity - both date  and 

non-state artors (duty-bearers) lt also 

considers the format international legal 

rights regime of agreements, syrtems and 

conventions - albeit irnperfect - a s  an  

additional arena for developrnent agenda- 

setting and action, and for enfoicinq 

accountabilities. 

In other words, trie framework links 

the person to the system. It presents rights 

i û  global citizenship. The affiltates 311 

Pngage with organizationr and aHies in the 

developing world to create rights-based 

agendas and action plans 

Yet, the rtghts-based approach in 2006 

rpmains a largely northern and donor 

language - a covvergence towards a truly 

global consensus ha5 yet t o  happen. Oxfdrn 

has an urgent role to plav in assrsting and 

strengthening cornmunity group5 around 

the developing world with th15 proce3s 

Only with a wide rangc of devclopment 

actors - from big businesr to acttvists, from 

rich countrics ta the poorest - c a r  pavPm 

and injustice ever be fully addressed. 

ln fart, this r i gh t s -n~ la t~d  language 

and action is not new to  Oxfam Hong 
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Kong, as its of t r r ia l  Vivon Statement, 

written in the earlv 19905, reflects 'Oxfam 

Hong Kong's vtrion i s  of a worid where 

people are equally assurc?d of their rights 

with drgnity and respect, including arrerr 

FO food, shetter, ernployment. edvcation 

and health in a sustainable rnanner.' Even 

in 1t5 first years. in the 1970s and 805, the 

agency understood poverty to be rooted 

in  t he  denial of bauc rights, and that the 

f i i l  fillmen? of people's livelihoods and 

ottier needs, was  I i n k e d  w i th  a n  

actualisation o f  their rights Too. O ~ f a r n  

International has  defined poverty as 

"largely a sfate of poiverlerrnes in which 

people are unable to exercise their basic 

human rights or control vlrtually any aspect 

of their lives." 

In practice, Oxfam Hong Kong has 
I  

1 always tended towards a relational rights 

approach, which ernphasises the rights and 

rerponsibil it ies o f  individuals and 

institutions. This paradigm is  rnanifeged 

in t he  cornmitment t o  build up people's 

skills and capacities in virtually al1 of its 

p rogrammes w i t h  more  than 2 5 0  

community organisations in Hong Kong 

1 and abroad, carnrnunity development or AL' 1 
a n  ernergcncy, development education 

and advoracy. The r~ghts-based approach 

further affirrns this cornmitment against 

poverty and related injustice. 
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