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On 25 October 2007, an International Forum of Civil Society was held for the first time at

UNESCO during the 34th session of the General Conference. The aim of the Forum was to

increase the involvement of UNESCO’s principal non-governmental partners (NGOs,

parliamentarians, local elected officials, UNESCO Clubs, private sector representatives) in the realization of the Organization’s objectives. More than 500 participants, representing UNESCO’s Member States and all of its various partners from around the world, assembled for the occasion.
The Director-General opened the Forum by recalling UNESCO’s commitment to working with a wide variety of partners and its mission of bringing together many different stakeholders to create wide-ranging synergies in order to be able to meet the many challenges it faced. He also reaffirmed the need to put citizens back at the heart of the Organization’s reflections and to establish closer ties between them to enable them to “fully own” the programmes that had been formulated and implemented. Andràs Lakatos, Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of Hungary to UNESCO and Chairperson of the Executive Board’s Committee on International Non-Governmental Organizations, said that he had witnessed over the past two years the dynamism, involvement and diversity of the organizations maintaining official relations with UNESCO. In that regard, he stressed the need for UNESCO to give its support to the reflections emerging from newly developing citizens’ movements.
After those introductory remarks, Hubert Védrine, former Foreign Affairs Minister of the French Republic, reflected on and so introduced the day’s overall theme: the participation of civil society in global governance. First of all, he reviewed the different historical stages of civil society’s participation. He thus described the evolution from the monopoly of governments over political action and representativeness acquired through citizens voting to the development of a distrust of governments, which had led, for some, to a questioning of the very notion of representative democracy. According to Mr Védrine, we were at a pivotal moment where the mechanisms of representative democracy were no longer sufficient on their own to respond to a proliferation of information, an educational deficit and a strong desire on the part of citizens to participate more directly in the decision-making process. All of those developments forced us to question the legitimacy and the responsibility of those participating in public affairs. Where did the legitimacy of civil society organizations lie when democratic governments enjoyed the legitimacy conferred on them by elections? 
We were therefore at the moment of maturity, which should lead us to look for a

complementary relationship between government action and civil society organizations.

Mr Védrine proposed the establishment of a global consultative chamber of NGOs at the United Nations General Assembly. That kind of consultative assembly would inevitably give rise to a farreaching debate on the very concept of non-governmental organization and to reflection upon the representativeness of NGOs, the transparency of their funding and action and the appointment of their leaders, and their form of operation.

The morning continued with a first working meeting on the theme: Citizens and Global

Governance – Acting Together, moderated by Ahmed Sayyad, Assistant Director-General for External Relations and Cooperation.
Nitin Desai, Co-Chairman of the Internet Governance Forum and former Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations for Economic and Social Affairs, opened the meeting’s debates, recalling the history and evolution of relations between the United Nations and non-governmental organizations. He showed how civil society organizations had gradually become involved in the activities of the different bodies of the United Nations by becoming indispensable partners, but also leading to criticism both from certain governments that were upset by the voice of civil society, and from the NGOs themselves which felt a loss of independence. According to Mr Desai, the greatest challenge for global governance was to avoid a clash of cultures between the different protagonists: United Nations/governments, NGOs and the private sector. In order to compensate for that development, it was necessary to think not only about how decisions were made but also, and above all, about how debates were organized in order to be sure that genuine dialogue could take place. Mr Desai called for the creation of a global citizens’ movement capable of reaching agreement on basic programmes and thereby able to intervene with greater influence.
Anders Johnsson, the Secretary General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), endeavoured to show how parliaments found themselves at the crossroads where citizens and the numerous actors on the international scene met. One of the chief roles of parliamentarians was to communicate the concerns of citizens to international bodies, and they also constituted a powerful force for the integration of United Nations priorities at the national level. In addition, Mr Johnsson demonstrated the growing influence of parliamentarians in programmes implemented by the United Nations. For instance, they took part in discussions concerning poverty reduction strategies and evaluations of peacekeeping missions, and organized exchanges relating to the adoption and implementation of international conventions.
Richard Jolly, Co-Director of the United Nations Intellectual History Project and member of the Academic Council of the United Nations system (ACUNS), spoke about the importance of the influence of civil society on the United Nations system which, without it, would be weaker and poorer, have a narrower vision and be much less effective. That was one of the lessons to be learned from the United Nations Intellectual History Project, while observing its successes in many areas, in particular the identification of development goals to be achieved. Mr Jolly thus highlighted the results obtained by the United Nations system, and about which the general public was not really aware. He ended his statement with some thoughts about the notion of a “third United Nations”, civil society in the wider sense, which, since the birth of the United Nations, had played a crucial role in enabling the emergence of new ideas and influenced the definition of world priorities.

Hylton Appelbaum, the Executive Director of the Liberty Foundation, emphasized throughout his statement the need to promote a variety of partnerships in order to meet the many challenges of today’s world where we saw the spread of large-scale economic innovation alongside unprecedented social crises fanned by globalization. He thus demonstrated how the private sector and the public sector, working together in complementary fashion towards jointly determined goals, could be extremely successful. 
Mr Appelbaum described the work carried out through the Mindset Network to promote education in South Africa. He stressed the need to involve as many partners as possible in government policies at the same time as encouraging the ownership of the programmes by those who benefited from them.
Georges Christophides, President of the World Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and

Associations (WFUCA), began his statement by recognizing the fundamental role that UNESCO played in the promotion of essential values in order to meet citizens’ needs. He also stressed the importance of changing mindsets and attitudes to bring about the necessary changes that would enable today’s many challenges to be met. In that context, the UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations, which worked at the local level, constituted indispensable relays for the

dissemination of UNESCO’s values.
Khaled Toukan, Minister of Education of Jordan and Chairperson of the Jordanian National

Commission for Education, Culture and Science, began his statement by defining world citizenship as the work of economic, social and environmental players active at the political level in an increasingly interdependent world. Mr Toukan went on to underscore the place of education in shaping active citizens who would be able to act locally while influencing global governance. In that context, Mr Toukan emphasized the need to promote a liberal education that gave prominence to awareness of the world around us, and to understanding and commitment.

After the presentations, 18 participants took the floor. Their statements focused on the introduction of mechanisms that would facilitate greater participation by civil society in global governance and the establishment of a constructive dialogue between the stakeholders. The importance of forging closer links between National Commissions for UNESCO was emphasized. Moreover, several speakers stressed the need to raise citizens’ awareness and knowledge of UNESCO’s ideals and objectives, particularly by developing educational resources outside of the traditional structures (education for peace, international understanding, intercultural dialogue, arts education, etc.).
The afternoon session whose theme was Manifold Partnerships to achieve UNESCO’s

objectives – Concrete examples, was moderated by Pierre Sané, Assistant Director-General for Social and Human Sciences. The session started with a presentation by Hans d’Orville, Assistant Director-General for Strategic Planning, of the main objectives and priorities of UNESCO’s Medium-Term Strategy for 2008-2013. 
The keynote speaker of the afternoon, Lindsay Owen-Jones, Chairman of L’Oréal, made a

presentation on the success story of L’Oréal’s partnership with UNESCO. The project “For Women in Science” has given awards to more than 500 women scientists since its launch in 1998, and inspired another successful joint programme, “Hairdressers against AIDS”, a sensitization and prevention campaign for hairdressers, their employees and their customers, which is now active on all five continents. He stressed that programmes L’Oréal and UNESCO nourished and developed together were exemplary and considered by many to have set benchmarks for excellence for private-public partnerships. He underscored that the unique expertise and experience of both UNESCO and L’Oreal resulted in the creation of highly efficient and credible programmes with lasting benefits. Mr Owen-Jones underlined the success of the partnership in spite of cultural differences. Both partners focused on their shared goals and learned to walk together for the greater good. He also emphasized that the combined L’Oréal-UNESCO expertise could bring about a real impact on issues that were vital to progress.

His presentation was followed by the interventions of six panellists representing UNESCO’s

various partners, i.e. NGOs, parliamentarians, National Commissions for UNESCO and UNESCO Clubs. 
The first panellist, Françoise Sauvage, President of the NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee,

shared her views on the role and position of NGOs in the international community. She stressed

that NGOs were vital actors of civil society and that it is important for them to act together through

its wide national, local and international network.
Walter Hirche, Deputy Prime Minister of Lower Saxony and President of the German Commission

for UNESCO, emphasized the important role that National Commissions for UNESCO play as

intermediaries between citizens and governments. He underscored the role they could play as a

broad platform that brings all the different players together in order to reflect their views in official

policies designed at the international, multilateral level. He illustrated this through the concrete

example of the implementation of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable

Development.

Mihai Malaimare, Member of the Parliament of Romania and President of the Parliamentary Group of UNESCO’s Friends, suggested that such groups could become permanent parliamentary commissions, which would institutionalize the relations of UNESCO with all parliaments. The establishment of such permanent commissions could also have positive consequences on the National Commissions for UNESCO by reinforcing their role and means.
Rubaica Jaliwala, trainer for intercultural learning of the Coordinating Committee for International

Voluntary Service (CCIVS), presented examples of successful joint projects carried out in

collaboration with UNESCO, notably in the area of World Heritage protection. She stressed that

UNESCO and CCIVS had complementary roles and expertise in reaching UNESCO’s objectives

and goals.
Sergio Fajardo Valderrama, Mayor of Medellín (Colombia), participated in the afternoon session

through videoconferencing. He presented the success story of the city of Medellín where all actors

of the society were mobilized and involved to decrease violence, bring about a social

transformation and build a new city of hope. He stressed the importance of mobilizing citizens in a

democratic and constructive manner through dialogue and participation.

The last panellist, Rachid Ben Slama, President of the Arab Federation of UNESCO Clubs,

indicated ways and means to reinforce partnerships and to encourage concerted action among

different UNESCO Club Federations. He also presented some concrete examples of cooperation

that the Arab Federation of UNESCO Clubs has established with different partners.

A general discussion then took place and 17 participants took the floor. 
Madanjeet Singh, UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador, presented the activities of the South Asia Foundation with UNESCO in the field of peace education, cultural development and vocational training for youth. During the debate, some participants underscored the importance of enhancing partnership with parliaments; others underlined the important role of NGOs as think-tanks for policy-making and programming. Suggestions were also made for future orientations, i.e. to organize a forum with civil society at each General Conference, with more proactive dialogue through small workshops, in order to better share the experiences among panellists and participants.

At the end of the Forum, a final outcome document of the meeting was adopted.

OUTCOME DOCUMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL FORUM OF CIVIL SOCIETY

UNESCO’s partners





Thursday 25 October 2007
We, representatives of the Member States of UNESCO, non-governmental organizations, parliamentarians, local representatives and private sector enterprises, participating in the International Forum of Civil Society convened by UNESCO on 25 October 2007 in Paris during the 34th session of the General Conference,
Considering Article XI.4 of the Constitution of UNESCO, which stipulates that the Organization “may make suitable arrangements for consultation and cooperation with non-governmental international organizations concerned with matters within its competence”,
Recalling the provisions governing partnerships with civil society and the private sector contained in the Millennium Declaration adopted on 8 September 2000 by the United Nations General Assembly,
Mindful of the in-depth analysis of the relations between the United Nations system and civil society, including parliamentarians and the private sector, contained in the report of the Panel of Eminent Persons entitled ”We the peoples: civil society, the United Nations and global governance”, known as the “Cardoso Report”, of 11 June 2004,
Aware of the growing desire of citizens around the world to participate in discussions aimed at providing answers to today’s major challenges at the local, national and international levels,
Affirming the crucial importance of forming multi-stakeholder partnerships and alliances in order to achieve the internationally recognized development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals,
Emphasizing the need to more effectively pool the resources, experience and expertise of the various stakeholders in order to implement better coordinated and more effective action,
Affirm our commitment to the five overarching objectives defined in UNESCO’s Medium-Term Strategy for 2008-2013:
· Attaining quality education for all and lifelong education

· Mobilizing science knowledge and policy for sustainable development

· Addressing emerging social and ethical challenges

· Fostering cultural diversity, intercultural dialogue and a culture of peace

· Building inclusive knowledge societies through information and communication;
Support UNESCO’s approach, which makes gender equality and Africa cross-cutting priorities for all of UNESCO’s activities;
In each of these areas, we are committed to supporting UNESCO through our respective means of action by:
· helping to keep citizens better informed and to promote greater public awareness;

· encouraging project ownership by beneficiaries, the inclusion of a broad range of partners and the preservation of diversity of opinions;

· participating in discussions and consultations held in the context of programme preparation;

· promoting the ratification of standard-setting instruments adopted at UNESCO and the adoption of relevant legislation and appropriate budgets;

· providing feedback on the programmes and activities implemented and acting as a bridge, wherever possible, between citizens and UNESCO;
Invite UNESCO to continue to act as an interface between the various spheres of civil society and to create the necessary forums for dialogue with a view to promoting multi-stakeholder partnerships at the international, national and regional levels through its field offices and in liaison with the National Commissions for UNESCO;
Adopt this document on this 25th day of the month of October 2007 in Paris, France.
