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The newly recognised responsibility of NGOs in nation buiig-
ing requires a new strategy: one that aims at sirerigthening the
grassrools associalions, helping them to acquire the know-
how that they need fo manage their resources and lake over
their own deslinies .......... Here is where the networking
process can be so useful. By exchanging experiences and in-
formation, grassroots and national associations are furning
into a force for dialogue, representaiion and negotiation. And
it Is to lacilitate such exchanges that IRED Development In-
novations and Networks was creaied.

(Ideas and Actions: 177:1987/6)

Introduction

IRED- Development innovations and Networks is an interna-
tional Non-Governmentat Organisation {NGO) established in
september 1980 and registered under Swiss Law as a Non
Profit Making International Association. It has a membership
at present of over 200 individuals from all parts of the world,
constituting the nucleus of a World Nelwork comuitied to Par-
ticipatory Development.

IRED has a General Secretariat in Geneva and five Develop-
ment Support Services of the IRED Partners in Asia, Africa
and Latin America.

IRED has a global network, at present, of nearly 700 partners
in the developing countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America,
consisling of Peasants’ Organisations, Craftsmen’s Organisa-
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by Fernand Vincent
General Secretary of the
International Network of IRED

Geneva, November 1986



