Groundnuts, not tobacco

B A high-yielding groundnut
variety (ICGV-SM 90704)
with good resistance

against groundnut
rosette has come
within reach.
Rosette is a
devastating
disease and is
always present
in the ground-
nut crop. A
low inci-
dence is
usuaily
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acceptable

but in cases of epidemic out-
breaks, which occur regularly
in  sub-Saharan Africa, it
destroys the entire crop, caus-
ing average losses of US$ 156
million yearly. This discour-

ages many farmers
growing groundnurs. Now
ICRISAT sciencists based in
Malawi have developed several
high-vielding breeding lines
with resiscance to rosette; in
combination with early sow-
ing, and at an optimal plant
densicy, they give promising
results. They have been
released in Malawi and Ugan-
da and are on their way in
Zambia and Mozambique. The
breeder seed production takes
place ac the JCRISAT station
in Malawi, and foundation and
basic seed production is done
ac commercial farms for sale to
NGOs and farmers, The crop
is regarded as a viable alterna-
tive to tobacco - & hot topic in
the region. [t chrives in the
same poor soils and agro-cli-
martic condicions and fixes
nitrogen in the soil.

# Dr Pala Subrahmanyam
ICRISAT
Chitedze Research Station
PO Box 1096
titongwe
Malawi
Fax: + 265 707 298
Email: p.subrahmanyam@cgiar.org
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Do, do, do, do you remember?

B When you listen to a lecture
or a talk on the radio, the aver-
age person remembers just 20%
of the message. When you see
something happen, you recall
30%. When you read a leaflet
{and — be honest now — perhaps
even Sporel} you remember 2
mere 10%. But when you did
something yourself, you recall
90%. This is just one of the
striking examples given during
a five-day regional seminar held
in Trinidad and Tobago in
September 2000, about farmer
participacion in training in eco-
logical crop management,
including integrared pest man-
agement (IPM). Among the
applications currenc in [PM in
the Caribbean are resistant vari-
eties, biolegical control, cultur-
al control systems, and minimal
pesticide use.

“Practice what you preach”
was clearly the motre of the
week, with the seminar partici-
pants being thrown into a series
of role-play run-ins, simula-
tions, self-criticism sessions,

group dynamics and field work,
as well as a tough programme of
study of background papers
which provide a detailed picture
of agriculture in che region. By
learning-by-doing themselves
the 45 participants from 12
Caribbean nations got che mes-
sage alright. They should soon
be emailing each other to
anoounce the much-improved
rates of ‘take-up’ of integrated
pest management techniques by
the farmers with whom they
will apply ‘participatory meth-
ods’.

Nort chat the seminar chought
that it Is just a question of
farmer ‘take-up’. Policy-makers
were expected (0 participate too,
by shaping and applying IPM
policies which ensure that the
farmer is not always tempted by
the quick rerurns offered by
chemically-protected harvests.

The seminiar was co-arganised
by CABI Bioscience, CARDI
and CTA with additional sup-
port from the Swiss Develop-
menc Cooperation.
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Virtual trade in
real coffee

B Oniine trading is a2 booming
business, although it hasn't yet
caught up with conventional
marketing. But whar if trading
partners shift their business and
replicate convenrional trading
online? [t has already started.
The partners in the eGreen-
Coffee exchange (egreencof-
fee.com), which was launched
in June 2000, include roasters
Jobin and Lavazza, che supervi-
sory Société Générale de
Surveillance, bankers ABN-
AMRO and Sucden. The
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exchange has 200 members
who handle over 60% of coffee
consumed worldwide, although
their current bids and offers on

the exchange toral only
200,000 ronnes.

Another player is Inter-
Commercial Markets Corp

(www.intercommercial.com),
which was launched in late
2000. It has linked up with the
New York Board of Trade, the
Swiss Volcafe company and
Folgers and Millstone, two
major coffee operations of US-
based multinational Procter &
Gamble.

The aim of these and manyi
other similar initiatives is tox
reduce the fragmentation of the
geographically widespread cof-
fee marker and reduce che sup-
ply chain costs. By bringing
aboard coffee producers, roast-
ers, certifying bodies, insurers
and financiers, rrading can be
streamlined.

The Association of Coffee
Producing countries has wel-
comed online trade as a means
of reducing intermediate costs,
bur argues that the volume is
still limited and thus has had no
impact on prices vet. In the
long run e-commerce will bring
about direct links between
farmers and roasters and can
help farmers if they embrace
this cechnology.

® PAGEQ

¥ mportanf role firth
egeneration’of the rainiic
g southern Cameroon:.THs
ssmall monkeys eat & Iotoﬁ Fruit
‘;andexcreta the seeds. iti0H
yout that monkey—passed”_
inot only get more widehg.*
Idistributed but also germir
uch faster and better. The
onkey populatior is.under
hreat due to logging. in:the:

‘%are poputlar as bush meatwf
Tthe locat popufation. The
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%Lnto account in the forest
ZManagement plan, which-is.
’~currently« bemg devetoped fn
“‘thls area.
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