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Protect crops naturally

%‘ Like many of the plants
to which it is dedicated,
this book is a flowering peren-
nial, The new edition of Natu-
ral Crop Protection in the Tropics
bears little resemblance to its
1986 predecessor which came
to occupy a well-deserved place
on — and off — the shelves of
farmers and their advisors.

This is a sturdy and accessible
volume with an cxemplary pre-
sentation of texts and illustra-
tions. The same basic content
has been retained and expand-
ed. Having described the pests
which afflict various crops it
explains various methpds of
field protection, ranging from
intercropping and protecting
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Thinking on your

, Of late, after research
bodies and small busi-
nesses, it has been the turn of
NGOs to be provided with

management guides, One,
Striking a Balance, is already a
clagsic in its own time. ltis a
concisely written book from a
no-nonsense author. lr was first
published at a time when
NGOs were finally recognised
as a force with their own values
and needs, instead of che trri-
rant or cheap delivery system
that governments and the pri-
vate sector had seen them to be
in the past. Sorry, make that
NGDOs, as the author insists
that this management manual
is for people with a develop-
ment mission who started out
without thinking char they
would need management tools
to succeed.

seedlings ro plants which con-
trol insect pests, followed by
storage protection steps such as
prevention and use of animal
substances and vegetable oils.

New to this edition are a glos-
sary, Internet references, a
derailed reading list and eight
well-edited case studies which
emphasise how to help farmers
move to natural pest control.
“Farmers,” the author wtires in
her conclusion, “are no differ-
ent from anybody else. They
also strive for benefit and gain.”
It is wich thar basic realism that
this book started out fifreen
years ago; in its new rendition,
it has a long and useful life
ahead of it.
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It takes the common sense
methods used for decades by
businesses to survive and pros-
per, and adapts them to the
special context of NGDOs,
Which the author, sort of
admits, include the problems
that arise from the high moti-
vation of social profit and
emotional rewards that drive
many NGDOs leaders. Frank,
and without the condescension
of many guides for NGOs,
Siriking a Balance is required
reading for people striving to
make their organisations as
solid as a rock bur as full of
energy as a rolling stone.

What then is so special
about Fowler's successor vol-
ume The Virtwous Spiral? Basi-
cally it gives you the reassur-
ance that ‘sustainability’ is a
question of confidence. In
yourselves, in your partners,
and — above all — their confi-
dence in you. The book oozes
with case studies, mainly of
those adult NGDOs which
now form the establishment,
explaining how they overcame
multifarious problems and set-
tled down into the path of suc-
cess. With some excellent dis-
cussion of questions like
‘should we commercialise?’
and ‘should we have private
sector as partners?’, it is less of
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a guide than a collection of
insights. For Fowler, sustain-
ability is ‘agility with insight’,
as simple as that. One wonders
if his next book will be even
less of a manual, and more of
a set of reflecrions, a guide for
the perplexed? Here's one,
Alan: “Civil society is not a
strucrure, it is an attitude.”
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