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We live in an age of increasingly rapid technologicat
innovation and diffusion. Yet little is known about the
social and human processes involved. Why do some
technologies spread successfully while others do not?
What are the consequences of top-down diffusion
strategies? What is the effect of the private sector?
Should the public sector not play a significant role?
What are the disadvantages of instant patents and
corporate-controlled intellectual property rights? And if
users are democratically will the result often be both
better technalogies and their more rapid adoption?

This book is an engrossing account of some of the
disaster, and success, storfes around technological
deveiopment and diffusion from both industrial and
developing countries. It tells the story of widely
divergent technologies - agricultural appliances, wind
turbines, Green Revolution high yielding seeds, the
Linux computer operating system, and Local
Economic Trading Systems. Douthwaite constructs a
highly significant "now 1o do it’ guide to innovation
management that runs counter to many of the top-
down, ‘big is good’, ‘private sector is best’
assumptions of our age.

‘if you want to understand the
future you must know about the
past . Boru Douthwaite given us a
brilliant example of the way in
which this can be dane’ - Flemming
Tranzes, The Assaciation of Danish
Windturbine Owners

‘An original and important hook’ -
Professor Jeff Sayer, Director
General, CIFOR

‘A breath of fresh air... Hopefully,
engineering departments will
include it in their courses. And for
those already engaged in setting
up companies and introducing new
products there are useful, practical
guides’ - Mike Cooley

‘A brilliant baok... Douthwaite
makes a very cogent case ’ -
Richard Jefferson, Center for Applied
Molecuiar Biclogy to International
Agricuiture, Canberra, Australia
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GOOD PRACTICES AND INNOVATIVE EXPERIENCES

IN THE SOUTH

Edited by Martin Khor and Lim Li Lin, Third World Network

These volumes constitute a unique, inspiring and
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The project is the result of an initiative by UNDP's
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The practical importance of this 3-volume cotlection
is to contribute to the process of replication across
the South of the best ideas, practice and ways of
organizing. These are based on a number of
common principles, including respect for local
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