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Land Reform and Peasant Livelihoods

The Social Dynamics of Rural Poverty and Agrarian Reform in Developing Countries
| edited by Krishna B. Ghimire

The reduced role of the state; the growing dominance of mz;rket forces (including
multinational agro-business groups); the mechanization of agriculture; the growing assertiveness of
NGOs and other civil society groups, constitute factors that have significantly altered the context of
land reform over the past decade. '

This 253-page volume, edited' by Krishna Ghimire, Project Leader at UNRISD, and co-
published with the London-based ITDG Group, brings together some of the world’s leading experts
" on land Reform. It is grounded on rich theoretical and historical discourse and filed evidence from
Latin America to Africa, Asia and the Near East.

Critical questions are addressed here, such as: What is land re;form at the beginning of the
Twenty-First Century? What is its extent in various contexts? How are current approaches, such as
market-driven land reform, tested? What can stakeholders expect from land reform? Can land reform
reverse rural poverty and marginalization? What are the global forces and trends that cause peasants’
vulnerability? Who obstructs or helps local mobilization? What recourses and allies can peasants
~ count on?

This book advocates land reform as a valid policy option for rural development poverty
¢radication. It argues that land reform should be strongly supported by donor agencies, governments

and civil society groups. The authors scrutinize the inadequacy of the market-oriented approach,
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which is linked to the structural adjustment policies of the international financial institutions, and
provide convincing arguments for a flexible approach towards re-distributive reforms as the
appropriate strategy towards alleviating rural poverty.

Contnts: Land reform at the turn of the twentieth century: an overview of issues, actors and
processes @ The role of the state and other actors in land reform e Peasant initiatives in land reform
in Central America  Technology and globalization: moder-era constraints on local initiatives for
land reform e The political economy of market-based land reform e Peasants’ pursuit of outside
alliances and legal support in the process of land reform e Peasant mobilization for land reform:
historical case studies and theoretical considerations e The role of peasant organizations in managing
agrarian conflict,
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i ’ﬂl’(riShna Ghimire is a Project Leader and Researcher at UNRISD.
Land Reform and Peasant Livelihoods is co-published with ITDG. Paperback, ISBN 1-85339-
527-7, 253 pages, 2001, £15.95

Order from: ITDG Publishing, 103-105 Southampton Row, London WC1B 4HL, United Kingdom,
phone (44 020) 74369761; fax (44 020) 7436 2013; email: itpubs@jitpubs.org.uk; web:
http://www.itpubs.org.uk

The United Natlons Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) was established in 1963 to
promote research on the most pressing social issues of development. Multidisciplinary studies are
carried out in collaboration with the Institute’s extensive network of scholars and research institutes,
mainly in developing countries. More information on this press release and/or UNRISD can be
obtained by contacting: Nicolas Bovay, Information Officer, UNRISD, Palais des Nations, 1211
+. Geneva 10, Switzerland; phone (41 22) 917 1143; fax (41 22) 917 0650; e-mail bovay@unrisd.org.
For review copies, please contact Sylvie Brenninkmeijer-Liu; phone (41 22) 917 3011; e-mail

liu@unrisd.org. For all other information, please consult www.unrisd.org,
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