:gi‘ ::*

esta

b

%

Cocoa growing
in the tropics
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voa Growing-in- the Tropic:

B This illustrated
almanac in poster for-
mat provides morth
by menth informa-
tion on how to grow,
produce, process and
rake care of your

cocoa crop. It is of rel-
evance o cocoa grow-
ers in Ghana, Nigeria
and Cameroon. Dis-
tributed in Nigeria by:
Farming World
k Service.

PO Box 294, tkom, Cross

River State, Nigeria

Naira 250 for ACP

orders; Nara 400 for

others (indl p+p}

Email:

farmingworld2000@

yahoo.com

For PDS subscribers in

Ghana and Cameroon

only:

CTA Number 1024,

5 credit points
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And, finally, ™

take your decision

M [t was all so simple when all
we knew stopped at the hori-
zon. We knew when the rains
would come, where the winds
would blow from, when to
plant and when to harvest.
Now, now that we know that
we are affected by — and that we
affect — factors and communi-

ties beyond our vision we have:

to share our decisions with so
many other ‘stakeholders’. We
may feel that we should grow
more maize for resale, but if
invisible market forces are
deciding that even more maize
should be grown in another
region but not in ours, we
should know about it so that we
can take the right decision and
perhaps produce another more
profitable crop. Maybe the gov-
ernment, or an international
body, wants to reforest the
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region we live in, to create more
forests to absorb carbon dioxide
gases from the atmosphere, as
part of a worldwide plan of
action. If so, we should know,
and those who want to decide
should know where we stand.

All in all, decision-making
has become more complex,
involving more people, more
topics and perhaps more con-
tradictions which need to be
resolved. This book, financed
by the British development
agency DFID, is a rich and
dense collection of descriptions
of decision-making tools such
as risk management, environ-
mental information systems
and participatory research. It
also describes their applications,
their impact and their level of
use. Intended primarily for
research managers, government
policy-makers and NGO staff,
it should help them take
sounder and more sensitive
decisions about natural resource
managemcnt.

Decision Tools for Sustainable
Development.
By | F Grant and C Sears.
Natural Resources Institute, 1999.
281 pp. ISBN 0 85954 500 8
Order number ECN12
GBP 18 & € 30.05
NRI Catalogue Services
CAB International, Wallingford,
Oxon OX10 8DE, UK
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Participation
in practice

B How can rural communities,
instead of donor driven agencies,
be encouraged to become the
prime movers in improving their
economic and social well-being?
PEA (Participatory Extension
Approach) could be a useful
wol. PEA has emerged from a
community development pro-
cess in Zimbabwe and moves
away from top-down extension
models. Rather than being mere
agenus for technologies imposed
from outside, the methodology
helps extension workers to
become catalysts that will help
communities to achieve the
goals that they have defined for
themselves. The PEA learning
cycle is flexible and offers a wide
variety of methodologies and
tools such as farmer to farmer
extenston, farmer field schools,
community meetings, and farm
erials. A schematic operational
framework is included in the
booklet that could serve as a
checldist during the process.
Finally the booklet is comple-
mented by a training video
intended to be used as a training
tool for extension workers.

Learning Together Through Participatory
Extension
A guide to an approach developed in
Zimbabwe
J Hagmann, £ Chuma, K Murwira &
M Connolly, Agritex-GTZ-IT
Zimbabwe, 2000. 59 pp.
Free of charge, order No* A-021-£
Universum Verlagsanstait
D-65175 Wiesbaden
Germany
Fax: +49 611 903 05 56
Email: horst-
dieter. herda@universum.de

Complementary to this guidebook, a
video and a tramers’ manual on
learning together through
participatory extension’ <an be
ordered against payment from:
Media for Development Trust
PO Box 6755
Harare
Zimbabwe
Fax + 263 4 729 066
Email. mfd@mango zw



