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large extent. This sector has been
exempted from any type of tax by the
gavernment, which makes it a high
potential sector for farge-scale livelitiaods.
Government should encourage co-
operative societies so that the
middleman can be removed and the
farmers. can get good price for thelr
prodbee. The practice of introducing
support’ peices on various crops by the
government has been a good practice to
encourage the farmers to continue
agricutiure. Participants identified few
limitations that make agriculture a risky
enterprise: and by addressing these
barriers sustainable development of
the sectorrwill be ensured. The barriers
-are unpredicted weather conditions,
fluctuations- in prices of crops in the
market, perishable commaodity, rigid
mind set of the farmers in adopting
technologies, non availability of soft
loans to farmer ok a long process to be
followed for approval of loans,
exploitation by middiemen “and
marketing of fhe produce. Since large
areas in the country are under dry fand
farming, more emphasis of research
should be on inventing new techniques
and technologies for dry land farming.
Educated rural youths should be
encouraged to undertake it as
livelihood because maximum benefits
could be availed by them. Awareness
campaigns should be carried out to
spread -nformation on new
technologies in the sector.

Strengthening Local institutions —
An Emerging Issue

The example of Panchayati Raj was
cited as an initiative without any
praparation. The original idea was to
transfer power to the people but because
of lack of knowledge and awareness of
_ the decentralised approach, few selected
people are enjoying its benefits. The
participants in the consultations showed
faith in the Panchayati Raj system and
added that the process of decentralisation
is a key to any type of implementation
because local institutions so established
enjoy the respect and faith of the
community. However; the system needs
"to be made an effective tool to trigger and
promote sustainable development. After

implementing the Panchayati Raj for a
certain number of years, it is important to

remove the barriers and to encourage
participation of communities for self-
development.

Panchayati Raj can be successiul
after improving the awarenéss Ievgls and
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empowering the ryral people. Right to
Infarrnation shou?d be an obligatory
component of every programme. More
stress should be gwen gn inter-personal
campaign for creating awareness. it was
stressed that the planning process
should start from the grassroots and
implementation shb}]ld be done together
with the government and the grassroots
representatives. The original concept of
Panchayati Raj of Mahatma Gandhi was
a. 5 tier system (village, block, district,
state and nationalj and would have
ensured 808% repfesentation from rural
and 20% representation from urban areas.
But: the existing system is of three tiers
(Village, Block and District) and hence the
system has lost its impact. The role and
responsibilities should be speit out and
disseminated very clearly to all the
stakeholders to increase their accountability
and ownership towfards the activities.
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The Way Ahead.

One major sclution to all four
priorities menttoned above - eradication
of poverty, arresting population growth,
regeneration of theé natural resource base
and improved productivity of the economy
- lies in the widespread creation of
sustainable livelitioods.

The creation of sustainable
livelihoods requires fundamental éhanges
in the choice of technology, financing
systems and the functioning of the
marketplace. It also needs strengthening
of the institutions’ of local governance,
which must now be designed to create a
sanse of ownershlp by the locat people
over the resources on which they depend
for their livelinoods, and the decision
systems that guide their lives.

Local, (esp‘ecially grassroats)
empowerment wilt enable every man,
woman and youth including indigenous
people and the sacially disadvantaged,
to participate in decision-making. It will
promote social accountablllty and will be
sensitive to all’ llvmg creatures and the
environment. Local empowerment will

also facilitate the _right attitude towards |

learning, preservé our heritage, health-
care and family norms. It will encourage
development and application of locally
appropriate smence and technotogy that
is relevant and |mprove lifestyles without
hurting the envn’onment it will reduce
strife and promote social harmany,
ecenomic well bggpg and peace.

* This assess’mer‘i'r could be possible with

the support of‘bartner organisations in -

India and EARTH COUNCIL.
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Underlying Principles -
of

- Gandhian Environmentalism

-4 Non-violence (Ahimsa)

E‘O Truth (Satya) and sticking to the

truth (Satyagraha)

‘® Shunning the use of materials

obtained by illegitimate means
(Asteya)

' Celibacy as population control

(Brahmacharya)

-4 Non-coveting or amassing of

materials and wealth beyond
one's need (Aparigraha)

Contentment (Santosh)
Austerity: (Ta,bas)
Introspection (Swadhyaya)

Meditation (even fasting) fer any
dereliction of duty towards nature
and fellow beings (Iswar
pranidhan)

# Indigenousness and self-reliance

{Swadeshi) : to stop the loct of the
country's resources

& Self-rule (Swaraj)

® Welfare of the weakest
(Antyodaya) leading to welfare of
all (Sarvodaya)

4 Frugality : getting more frém less

4 Fraternity : acting in association
with others

4 Need and comfort but not greed
and luxury

& Humankind should act in such a
manner that it is a part of Nature
-rather than apart from Nature.

% Women are respected, and are
made partners and given their
rightfut place in all spheres of
human endeavour.

4 Sanitation of mind, body and
surroundings . (Saucha) and
Tidding oneself of undiie sexual
'desire (Kama), anger (Krodha),
greed (Lobha), undue attachment
{Moh) and conceit (Ahankar)




