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Fishing is a peculiarly difficult occupation not only because of
the strenuous and hazardous nature of the labour process itself
but also because of the unpredictable status of the world’s fisheries.
Most of the world’s fishermen—who are in the small-scale and
artisanal sector—do not enjoy the benefits of the fundamental
principles and rights at work that are supposedly applicable to
all workers, as laid down in the Declaration of Fundamental
Principles and Rights at Work of the International Labour
Organization (ILO).

Forty years after its last standard on work in the fishing sector,
ILO has proposed a new standard, to be placed on the agenda of
the 92nd Session of the International Labour Conference in June
2004 at Geneva. This dossier puts together reports on workshops
held to discuss this proposed standard, as well as analyses of social
security measures for fishing communities in the small-scale and
artisanal sector in a couple of selected developing countries.

ICSF

ICSF is an international NGO working on issues that concern
tishworkers the world over. It is in status with the Economic and
Social Council of the UN and is on ILO’s Special List of Non-
Governmental International Organizations. It also has Liaison
Status with FAO. Registered in Geneva, ICSF has offices in Chennai,
India and Brussels, Belgium. As a global network of community
organizers, teachers, technicians, researchers and scientists, ICSF’s
activities encompass monitoring and research, exchange and
training, campaigns and action, as well as communications.




