The Johns Hopkins
Comparative Nonprofit
Sector Project

The JHU Comparative
Nonprofit Sector Project
(CNP) is a systematic effort to
analyze the scope, structure,
financing and role of the non-
profit sector in a cross-section
of countries around the world.
This project aims to improve
our knowledge and under-
standing of this sector in
order to provide a sounder
basis for both public and pri-
vate action towards it.

The CNP’s objectives include:

+  documenting the scope,
structure, financing and
role of the nonprofit sec-
tor in empirical terms;

+  taking a comparative
approach in order to
explain the sector’s differ-
ing character from place
to place, and to identify
the factors that encourage
and/or hinder its
development;

+  evaluating the contribu-
tions and impact of the
nonprofit sector on soci-
ety as a whole;

»  increasing the public
awareness of the institu-
tions which make up the
nonprofit sector in differ-
ent countries through a
variety of publications;

+  building local capacity to
carry on this work into
the future.

The project work began in
1990 in 13 countries. Today,
the work extends into over 40
countries in all regions of

the world.
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CONTACT

Comparative Nonprofit Sector Project
Centre for Cvil Society Studies
John Hopkns Instreute for Policy
Studies
3400 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland
21218 - 2688 US.A.

Tel. {410) 516 — 4523
Fax {410) 516 - 7818
E-mail: cnp@jhu.edu

Web: wwwyhu.edu/~cng/

The Civil Society &
Governance
Programme

Carried out by the Institute
for Development Studies at
the University of Sussex, this
3 year research programme,
which began in 1998, is exam-
ining the interplay between
civil society and governments
in 22 different countries span-
ning Africa, Asia, Latin
America, Eastern Europe,

the Middle East and the
United States.

The project has 3 main
objectives:

»  to achieve a clearer
understanding of the
character and functioning
of civil society in both
analytical and practical
terms;

»  to look at the role civil
society organizations play
in enhancing or detracting
from the quality of politi-
cal life and governance in
different societies;

+  to develop practical mea-
sures which can strength-
en civil society and
enhance its impact as an
agent for improving gov-
ernance.

IDSE

The project began by profil-
ing civil society in each coun-
try under consideration,
including the role it plays in
relation to the government
and the government'’s posture
towards it. This includes
looking at the social, economic
and political contexts, and
civil society’s promise and
limitations for fostering
improved governance. Specific
attention is being given to
civil society’s present and
potential roles in tackling
poverty and promoting
greater equality.

DJECTS

CONTACT

Diane Muligan, Coordinalor
Institute of Development Studies
University of Sussex
Brighton
BN 9RE
United Kingdom
Tel. -+44{0)1273 — 606261
Fax +-44(0)1273 - 621202/691647
E-maif: d.muligan@ids.ac.uk
Web: www.Icls. ac uk/ids/
civsoc/home.himi

Civil Society in Central
Asia

Since the sudden indepen-
dence of many Central Asian
Republics in the early 1990s,
there has been a concerted
effort to help emerge and to
strengthen civil society struc-
tures in these countries.

INTRAC is conducting a 3
year research programme
(beginning in late 2000) that
hopes to strengthen
INTRAC's current efforts of
mapping, monitoring and ana-
lyzing the emergence of civil
society in several Central Asia
states, including Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan.

The purpose of the research is
four fold:
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*  to map, monitor and ana-
lyze the emergence of
civil society in Central
Asia over time in order to
better understand the
dynamics of civil society
organizations in a series
of transitional states;

*  toincrease INTRAC's
understanding of the
dynamics of civil society
organizations in transi-
tional states;

*  to identify those factors
that encourage/ constrain
the development of civil
society organizations in
Central Asia;

*  to begin the process of
developing the institu-
tional capacity of CSOs
so that they might under-
take policy related
research, which would
feed into and inform poli-
cy making,

The results of this research
seek to feed directly and con-
tinually into on-going civil
society development activities
in the region.

CONTACT

Dr. Simon Heap
INTRAC
RO. Box 563
Oxford
OX2 6RZ
United Kingdom
Tel +44{0)1865 201851
Fax +44(0}1865 201852
E-mall. s.heap@intrac.org
Web www.intrac.org/r-avsoc-ca htm

The Measures Project:
Balancing the Scales

In order to measure the
impact of the third sector on
society, in 1996 Independent
Sector began its Measures
Project. This project aims to
build a body of knowledge
about the roles and contribu-
tiens of nonprofit institutions
in the US.

A national panel of organiza-
tions was established in 1997-
1998 through which changes in
the sector will be tracked and
measurement techniques evalu-
ated. In 1998, the Measures
Survey generated the first set of
findings from panel members
on the special roles of nonprof-
it organizations and religious
congregations, engagement in
civil society activities and
accountability and evaluation.
The findings from this initzal
survey will be made available
in a forthcoming publication,
Balancing the Scales: The 1998
Measures Survey Final Report.
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CONTACT

Independent Sector
1200 18th Street, NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036 U S.A.
Tel. {202) 467-6161
Fax (202) 467-6101
E-mall: info@mndependentsector.org
Web: www.Independentsector org/pro-
grams/research/almanac_overview.htmi
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The Nonprofit Almanac

The Nonprofit Almanac seties
provides a statistical profile of
the nonprofit sector and its
place in the economy and soci-
ety of the United States. The
series demonstrates that the
nonprofit organizations are a
major force m the U.S. econo-
my and illustrates the changes
and importance of the sector
over time,

The series addresses questions
such as: what are the main
sources of funding?; what are
the average salaries for posi-
tions in the nonprofit sector?;
what is the total number of
nonprofits in the United
States?; and how large is each
sub-sector within the non-
profit community?.

The 1998 NGO
Sustainability Index

Beginning in 1997 with the
first edition of the NGO
Sustainability Index, this pro-
ject has annually gauged the
strength and overall viability
of the NGO sector in the

transition countries of Central

and Fastern Furope and the
New Independent States.

The Index was developed by
USAID’s Bureau for Europe
and the New Independent
States together with the NGO
community. The initial pur-
pose of the Index was to meet
the field’s needs for qualitative
indicators captured in a quan-
titative format in the area of
NGO development. These
indicators include: donor
assistance; the role of govern-
ment; the legal environment;

people participation; and
post-donor presence. The
insights gained help USAID
staff and implementers make
everyday project management
decisions and assist them in
designing longer term project
development strategies.

The Index is a living docu-
ment that now includes 23
countries and has become an
important tool for uncovering
areas of unmet needs.

CONTACT

u.S. Agency for Internaticnal
Development Ronald Reagan Building
Washington, D.C.
20523-0016 US.A.

Tel (202) 712-4810
Fax {202) 216-3524 Web:

www usaid gov/demacracy/ngosust.doc
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Global Civil Society
Yearbook

The Center for the Study of
Global Governance and the
Center for Civil Society at the
London School of Economics
are embarking on a research
project that will produce a
Global Civil Society Yearbook
in September 2001.

The Yearbook aims to give
voice to civil society in the
process of globalization, to be
a tool for participants in global
civil society and to provide
assistance in agenda setting.

Fach year the Yearbook will
contain a section on pertinent
civil society issues, a section
on where and how global civil
society operates and interacts
and a closing section contain-
ing a data profile, a global civil
society index, a discussion of
the ’legal year’ and a chronolo-
gy of important global events.

 CONTACT

Marlies Glasius, Editor
Centre for the Study of Global
Governance
London School of Economics
Houghton Street
London WC2A 2AE
United Kingdom
Tel. +44{0}171 955 7583
E-mail: m.glasius@ise.ac.uk
Web. www.lse.ac.uk/Depts/global/
Yearbook/default.ntm

Citizens & Governance:
Civil Society in the New
Millennium

The Commonwealth
Foundations’ project "Citizens
and Governance" began in
1997. The project aims to ana-
lyze the factors that encourage
and hinder citizens to take
action on their concerns, to
gain insight into the nature of
civil society and to uncover the
relationships between civil
society, the state and the indi-
vidual. The project hopes to
identify ways to strengthen,
promote and encourage initia-
tives undertaken by citizens to
address issues and problems in
their everyday lives.

Between 1997 and 1999, the
study gathered, in 47 coun-
tries, the views of some 10,000
citizens (the majority of them
"ordinary’ or 'invisible’ citi-
zens, whose voices are rarely
heard) on the following three
questions:

+  What is your view of a
'good society’? To what
extent does such a society
exist today?

» Insuch a ’good society’
what roles are best played
by citizens and what roles
are best played by state
institutions and other
sectors?

»  What would enable citi-
zens to play their roles
more effectively in the

development of such a
society?

‘§§\\\\\\\Wl
@
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Ultimately, the project will
result in action that includes
developing a realistic frame-
work of priorities and recom-
mendations for citizens, their
various organizations, govern-
ments, the private sector and
Commonwealth institutions.

CONTACT

Commonwealth Foundation
Mariborough House
Pall Malt
London SW1Y 5HY
United Kingdom
Tel. +44 {0207 930 3783
Fax +44 {0207 839 8157
Email: geninfo@commonwealth.int
Web: www. commonwealthfounda-
tion.com

MEASURMENT TOOLS

& RESOURCES
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PUBLICATIONS on
EVALUATION
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Community Status
Reports, Targeted
Community Interventions:
“Drawing a Distinction
www.national.unitedway.org/o -
utcomes/ publétns. htm#1t0989 o

Measurmg Program

Outcomes: A Practwal

Approach

www.national unitedway. org/ o’
. utcomes/publctns htm#1t0989 .

Using Evaluation to

Improve Grantmaker

by Doug Fasterling & Nancy
. Baughman

‘wwiw.hoggl.lac.utexas. edu/

Gen/

A Remew of Evaluahon
Resources For Nonprofit
Organizations
By Sandra Bozzo & Michael -
Hall

* www.cep.ca/ information/doc-
uments/gd44.htm

Learning What Works:
" Evaluating Complex Social
' Interventions
The Brookings Institute
" www.brookings.org/ gs/ leam—

ing.htm
>

§ RELATED RESOURCES [N

Richard Holloway's cvil

Society Toolbox -
This Toolbox is a personal
“collection of documents and
organizations that Richard

-* Holloway has found useful,
~and a set of concepts that he .
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skills, business practices, and
.improved connectivity with
~ sources of knowledge.

The website offers informa-

""tlon on all of the GDN's pro-

grams and current activities,

‘and provides a number of
* . -online discussion groups as

well as an online newsletter.

_provide visibility and

. LCONTACT

The World Bank
-~ Lyn Squire, Director Giobal
" Development Network Secretariat
-1 818 H Street, NW Washington, DC
20433 US.A.
Tel. {202) 473-6549.
" [Carol Aaron}
{202) 458-9891
. (Erik Johnson)
Fax: (202} 522-2532
. Web: www.gdnet.org/index htm
< EMall: info@gdnet.org

nstitute for
Development
Research

International Soclety for
- Thll" d Sector ResearCh
CSTR)
{ - -ISTR is a major international
~agsociation promoting research
- and education in the fields of
- philanthropy, civil society and .
the nonprofit sector. ISTR

reflects the growing worldwide

nterest in Third Sector
research and provides a perma- -
- nent forum for international

*. research, while at the same

. time building a global scholarly
community in this field.

. “The Society’s main mission is

to promote the study of non-

" profit organizations and phil-

anthropy within and across.

" various academic disciplines -

* continued on page 14

and national boundaries;

ity to this area of stud
to enable scholars i
to-share research and
into. collaboratwe efforts
ISTR stnves to broade
participation of resear
all parts of the world

)number of Thxrd Sectc
researchers in develop1

HIIllNAl!ONAl SOCIfFIY tOR

site is also searchab
cxﬁc top1cs. C

The Johns Hopklns
559 \X/yman Park Bidt
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" tus of human development, -

-+ the nature of problems in -

-~ human development, and to.
determine priorities for policy.

1 4 January—February 2001

. long life, educational level and
" the standard of living. This

.index enables nations and

- governments to assess the sta-

. c‘duht’riés.i

cexitral”a;nd‘{e

UNDP Spokesperson
" Michael Marek {Washington]
) Tel. (202) 331-9130 |
_ Web: www.undp.org/hdr2000

__COmMTACT

CONTA

Transparency Interna
Otto-Suhr-Aﬂ

' Cilrt;ent and past Human'
Development Reports, which

are, in part, generated from

" the HDI, are available on
" - the website..

- Transparency

International
Transparency [nternational
(TT) is a civil society organiza-

“tion dedicated to curbing both
' international and national
. corruption.

% 3 TRANSPARENCY
 INTERNATIONAL

. Available on the website are
-links to the “On-line Source for
. " Information and Research of

* “Integrity Systems” (OSIRIS).
~ "This is one of the most com-
" prehensive databases on cor-
- ruption and governance, and
~ will soon be open to the public.

World Aud1t brmg
statxsncs and reports

Infcernatlo_nal Qom
Jurists. World Aiid

EmaJl edttor@wo
\X/eb wwwworldaud
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ELECTRONIC
l DISCUSSION GROUPS

" Institute for Development

Studies

. The Civil Society and

" Governance Programme hosts
*. a listserv to discuss issues

" - concerning all aspects of civil
- society and its interplay with

government /impact on
governance.

~ If you want to join the list-
~ serv, send an email to:

civil-society-request@mail -
base.ac.uk

ISTR
The ISTR Listserv (ISTR -L)

€. offers an electronic mail net-
" work as a great way to com-

municate with ISTR members

" and others interested in the
~+ Third Sector world, to share

news and views, to seek infor-
mation, and to engage in con-
versation. To subscribe to the -

- ISTR ListServ (ISTR-L),

send a one-line, no subject, e-

mail message to:
LISTSERV@YORKU.CA.

The one line message should
say;

zsubscribe ISTR-L Firstname
Lastname

Centre for Civil Soclety
international {CCSi}

- CCSI maintains CiviiSoc, a

listserv reaching more than
1,900 subscribers. It covers a .
range of subjects: upcoming
events or conferences, job
opportunities and internships,

' North-South-m‘s’titut‘e«

.SUBSCRIBE-

Le Group De Dlscusslon

‘A French speaking open

‘should read; SUSCRIBE sq¢

new organizations or projects,’
as well as occasional queries - :
for all list members. For mbore’
information on how t6 sub- :
sctibe, visit the CCSI web te -
at http://fpmail friends: part»“'
ners.org/mailman/ hstmfo cgi,
[civilsoe :

As part of its research -
project “The Rise of -

Nongovernmental Vomesm
Muttilateral Orgamzatlo‘ '
the Institute maintaing
erated listserv. It serves-
only to share the researc
findings with othets in th
global community, buta
generate a broader discussio
about the core issues of ci
society . To subscribe, plea
send a blank email to::

Civil Socxety@héﬁs.néi—iri

de la Sqép

unmoderated list for g
discussion on evaluation and:*
associated issues. To’ subscmbe
send an e-mail (no subject) o
listserv@gsen.meg.gouv.qe.ca:

The body of the,rﬁéésaé

your_Firstname
your_JLastName.

*
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Elba Luna is the director of the
Grupo de Analisis y Desarrollo
Institucional y Social (GADIS) in
Argentina. In the interview, she
reports on a research project on a
civil society index she recently con-
ducted in several provinces in
Argentina.

Kumi Naidoo: Cudl es la importancia
de medir la fortaleza de la sociedad
civil?

Elba Luna: En paises como
Argentina (en el contexto de
Ameérica Latina y los paises menos
desarrollados), la importancia de
medir la fortaleza de la sociedad
civil debe ser considerada en dos
sentidos:

«  como una herramienta
técnica/conceptual (permite
acrecentar el conocimiento
sobre la iniciativa asociativa y
sirve como instrumento para el

r stafled a global project advisory group to obtain guldance on’ '
“he CIVICUS Index on ) Cvil Soc:ety project At the moment 't"

othwell afong wnth Mall Heliam Dlrector of the @pen Es nia
atld alépartner in lmplementmg theilndex prOJect in. Estoma ‘The
nce of the Index project for strengthening civil society worldwide S
[0 pamsh—speakmg members, we print Etba. Luna’ s mterwew m Spanish '

disefio v la focalizacion de
politicas);

+  como un mecanismo de fort-
alecimiento institucional
(fomenta legitimidad y
control social)

En nuestros paises, en general, se ha
construido una imagen colectiva en
relacion a las organizaciones de la
sociedad basada en la desconfianza,
valor que ha moldeado en gran
medida el escenario de las relaciones
entre las OSC y los distintos actores
sociales, especialmente el Estado. El
Indice al permitir sobre una base
clerta las capacidades y ventajas
comparativas instaladas, permite
demistificar muchas convicciénes y
creencias basadas en aquel paradig-
ma de la desconfianza. Esto tiene
que ver con mucho de los hallazgos
del Indice, como por ejemplo la evi-
dencia del predominio de la iniciati



